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0 PROLOGUEOD

OUR MOTHER'S HOPE CHESTwas large and full of treasures. When our
parents moved into their first hee on the street where my father had lived
most of his life, theherry woodchestwas among the first pieces of furniture
they bought. It was from that timen a permanent part of their bedroom.
Every now and theiMom would show my sister and me what was inside.
When she opened the heavy lid, the smell of cedar filled the bedroom. Most
of its large volume was taken up with pillow cases, sheets and napkins that
had been carefullgmbroidered byur mother with her initials, MAR, her
dowry. She would take out a packet of letters that she had tied together with
a thick string. They were ¢hletters she and our father hadtten to each
other during théwenty months they were separated by the war.

Over the years, new treasures would be placed in the hope chest and some
would come out. We were each given our first knitted bootiesbaptism
caps at some appropriate time. The same with the linen. When my father died,
our mother gave me my father's war trophies which my father had shown me
only once. Our mother passed away at the age of 98, fifteen years after our
father's death, and she told us that she occupied her days thoseglast
yearssorting out what she would leave behind from her andaiber's life
and what she would not. After a bad fall, our mother entered-adtél fa-
cility and we sold her house. When it was time for my sister to open the hope
chest and smell the cedar for the last time, she saw that the packet of letters
was gme, but a large manila envelope we had never seen before lay at the

bottom of the chest.

When | came home for a visit a few weeks later, my sister, her husband
and | sasat their dining room table. i&the table was the manila envelope she
had found. She said they did not know what to make of its contents and did
not know what to do with it. They thought of throwing it away, but felt |
should see it firstl openedhe envelopand took out a book, or something
that looked like a book with a soft cover. The thick paper cover and the pages
were yellowed with age. Alongthetoplcouldrecdgz e t ISea nw drAchs 6
gelodei Lombardi and & E a sSta nBrocAonkgleyl mavadthe L o mb a

name of the town in Italy from where ourat her 6 s parents had

teenagers, before they were marrietk the bottom of the cover, in small



capital letters waprintedLAWRENCE SENA, my fathero6és name.
ters wasNattlad et idMy eRoimatéber sai d it mean

Rome6.

I turned to the first page and i mmec
concern. S.E. BENITO MUSSOLINI called out from the middle of the page.
Something happened on Sunday, th€ @BApril, 1933 at the Elks Club in
Brooklyn, New York that had something to do with Benito Mussolini, and
our father had produced the program for this event. A few pages later there
was a photograph ifDuceand a letter from him on the facing padeirther

on was a fullpage photo of our fathevith LORENZOSENA beneath it

Except for one page which was a tribute to the flag of the United States
of America, all the text was in Italian. eéMher of us could realdalian well
enough to understand what this was all abbabtuld see the question on my
sisterbés face, t he one she could not a
he woul dnot hav e, | thaghh Hevwas gn argjst ofde a't it
caption under his photo had the woidéla v e nt u nfeequentatoil e d h a
Pratt | whishwe figureden@ant that tad studied at Pratt Institute
since he was twentgne. That was one thing we did know for a fact. el
turned twentytwo just before this event occurred,dtedied art at Pratt when
he produced this program, and he was lidoging this timewith his Uncle
Nicola Sena, his Aunt Pasqualina and their seven children, his cooisins,

Bedford Avenue in Brooklyn.

| was certain that this book held the key to many of the locked doors in
my fatherds history, the ones he had
known what questions to ask before his mind was |o&lzioeimed disease
he would have opened them/e knew about Brooklyn and Pratt and the fact
that he did not graduate with a degree because his father told him he had to
come home and help support the family during the depth of the Great Depres-
sion. We knew that his dream, which was never fulfillex ben to move
to California and work for Walt Disney. We knew that he left for Europe in
June, 1944 on a troop ship tlsailedfrom the Brooklyn Navy Yard when
our mother was four months pregnant with my sister, and he did not return
home until early 198 carrying his treasures and a very large, brown Teddy
Bearfor his fifteermonthold daughter We heard his nightmareaused by
the bombs falling in his heatthat continued untihis Alzheimeis, which

erases memory in reverse order, had wiped clean everythinduafest 944.

8



— - T <
MUTUD SOCCORSO CITTADING DI SANT'ANGELO OFL LOMBARDI D1 EAST nmnw.[y

But the Natale di Romaprogram opened a

broader question abotite context in which it
was produced. Half of the program contained
small and large advertisements that had been
placed and paid for by doctors, lawyers, funeral
home proprietors and tradesmen, like my great
uncle who was a interiorhouse painter Most

of the ads bore names thatere of Italiande-
scent, but not athf them The event was held in
an E IClkb)an organizatiothat in 1919 had
passed what was called tielag Day Resolu-
tion§ which stated thai émembershigin the
Elks Club)was barred to evepassive sympa-
thizers of the Bsheviki, Anarchists, thiedus-
trial Workers of the Worldr kindred organiza-
tions, or who does not give undivided glence

to the flag and the Cotitution of the United

Stated Could one be a Fascist and still give
6undi vi ded al lL?elfgthepcowdetiden these mudt leave bbee®

a different view of Fascists at the time the event was held versus the one that
prevailed just prior to the outak of World War II.1 decided that the pro-
gram providedny best opportunity to learn more about my family by study-
ing what was going on with ItaliaAmericans in general, particularly during

the time between the end of WWI and the beginning of WWII.

For somdtalianrAmericansdd ur i ng t hi s period of It :
lic limelight, the process of Americanizatistood still or even went into re-
verse as theguestioned whether they or their parents should havéhisft
native country Beginning with the rise of Mussolini and the Fascists, they
would all experience firghand the transition of Italfollowing the end of
World War Ifrom being a country regarded btherAmericans with indif-
ferencd if it was regarded at &l to a countrywhich in the last half of the
1920s and first half of the 1930s waswed withwonder. It was praised by
Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, the editors of the New Yamies
and many othersHowever, as Mussolini drew his

Germany, and when finally Italy declared wgainst the United Stategon-



der turned to hostility, and the hostility toward Italy was transferred to Ital-
ians, including those who had lived most or all of their lives in America. Ital-
ian-Americanswould struggle through this period decide if theywvere Ital-

ians or Americans or if they could be both.

The eldersinmy a t Haenily dagl all emigrated from the same village
Sant 6 Ang el o,just before brqustlafeertre iturn of the 20th Cen-
tury and settled irscranton, Pennsylvania and Brooklyn, New Y.oxcept
for one, all of their children were born in America before the end of the First
World War. | wasfive years old when my grandfather died andnty years
old when the last member of the elder generation passed &wthyjs book,

I have brought the members of my family, their friends m@ighborgo life

and giverthem a voice in what was happening around and to th&ithe
family membersn this book are therefomeal people.Thevoice of the nar-
ratori s my f at her 6s. Dur i ngafterthehad ast f |
retired, when he could have relaxed and refledteddprogressive memory
loss made it difficult for hinto have a conversation. Even though his long
term memory was intact, his loss of shi@itm memory caused him to lose
his train of thought.This book is his chance to tell the stsrieemight have
told if he had those last years to do so

Dad begins hisarrativefollowing a shortPreface on the state affairs
in Italy and the United States between the end of the war to end all wars and
the beginning of the war that was supposed to finish what the previous one
had started He is eleveranda-half when thestory begins after the end of
World War I. In each chapter, he will speak in the present tense of that chap-
ter and will move progressively through events in his life as he remembers
them. Hewill end his story whileon a train from Hobken, New Jersethat
will take him to Scranton after his honorable discharge aimost fouryears
of active dutyin World War Il.  Along the way | have inserteustorical

notes that are marked withese three symbols:~ ~ .
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0 PRrREFACEOQ

ITALY BECAME A united countryfor the second timen the 26 of Sep-
tember,1870 wherb0,000Italian government forces under the command of
General Raffaele Cadorna advanced on the Aurelian Walls of Rdre
city, as the last bastion of the Papal States defended by the papal army
comprised of Svas Guards and volunteers totg 13,157 men.Until the
start of the Fraco-Prussia War in July 1870Emperomapoleon Il had kept
asufficient number of soldieia Rome to protect the last vestige of the Papal
States from invasion by the hostile forces of ltAlyhen the war wh Prussia
began, Napoleon felt compelled to remove his troops. On'tloé Septem-
ber, at the Battle of Sedan, the French Emperor and most of his troops were
captured, and the war was effectively Ié&me no longer had a protector.

Based on what happened next, it appears thaitg of Italy, Victor
Emmanuel lJwas convinced that this provided the opening to a peaceful and
quick end to the standoff between Italy and the P&pethe 16 of Septem-
ber, the Kingsent Count Gustavo Ponza di San Martino to the Pope with a
letter suggestinghat he, the Pope, allow the Italian Army to enter Rome in

order to providénim andthe Churchwith protection. The Popeecame en-

raged when he read the | et tteelsepu-i You a
cher s, and wanting in faith,d he roat
prophet, but | tell you, vyou wil/ neve

Italy declared war on the Papal States on thHe df0September. The
forces under General Cadorna moved slovdpprtedlybelieving a peaceful
solution could be negotiatethen the Italian force arrived in Rome, they
proceeded to take the city by forcEollowing a oneday siege and a three
hou bombardment?ope Pius IX gave the order to capitulatewhich point
the Bersaglieri @rp of Piemontesenfantry entered th&ternal Gty. The
Pope was proved right: he was no proptlibdmebecame the new capital of
theKingdom of Italythat had been declared nine years eaidibowing the
defeat the Kingdom of the Two Siciliey the army of th&iemontes&ing,

Victor Emmanuel Il of the House of SavoyThe Palazzo del Quirinale

which had been the official residence of the Pope, became the Royal Palace

of the King. Pope Pius refused the K|
nine Cityon the west bank of the Tiber. He withdrew into the Vatican and

declared himself a prisoner.
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The last time Italy had been uniteésas tle center of the Roman Em-
pire,1,394 yearsgarlier. Since the GermaniciKg of the Torcilingj Odoacey
deposed Romulus Augustus, the last Western R&mgeror, the peninsula
was divided intstates that were won and lost and won again byigigoths,
Ostrogoths and the Longobarty the Moors, the Normans, Spain, France,
Austria and Germany, by the Pope, by thg-s t a powesfidl familiesand

by kings who ruled kingdoms froiMapoliandTorino.

Following full unificationin 187Q or as it is called in ItaliarRisorgi-
mentq the people inhabiting theenisola Italianavere ungovernable, as in-
dicated by theserial failures of representatives from all of its regions to es-
tablish a stable governing body that could implement the policies necessary
to build a sound economyrhis resulted in déack of hopeamong is people
for a futurein the newly establishezbuntry andis given as one of the causes
of adiaspora of approximately nine million Italians paenty-five percent of
t he ¢ ount r yrdrsthepinepfwhifecdation aintil,the start of World
War I. Another indication of systemic dfunctionwasl t a dispsfraus par-
ticipation in this war. A army made up of conscripts taken from all of the
c ount ry Geeakinghgndreds of different dialeatas unleadable, as
was clearly shown by the catastrophic loss of life and the miserabéfibkl
results Although it was on the winning side of the conflict, it won little re-

spect from itsvartimeallies.

In the aftermath of the war, none of the political parties could present a
workableplan for improving life for those people wiamuld not or could not
leave, orfor establishing a stable@nomic foundation for businessto op-
erate and basic services to be deliverédter Mussolini. Heseems to have
understood a simple fact that had escaped all of the brilliant minds of the
Risorgimento You cannot make Italy a country until you make the people
who live in the country ItaliansBenito Amilcare Andredussoliniwasborn
in 1883 in Forli, Romagna. His father was a blacksmith anetipaetSocial-
ist journalist, and his mother was a school teaclidre name Benito came
from the Mexican Socialist president Benitcx&z, who was also the first
Latin American country leader with native Latin American backgrouhid.
the age of eighteen, Benito moved to Switzerland. Some say it was to find
work, others say it was to avoid the draft, and still others say it was to escape
imprisonment for his political actisin. It was there he became involved in

Socialistpolitics. He returned to Italy in 1904 where he worked as a journalist
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and eventually became editor of the délgcialistnewspapeAvanti!. He

spent some time in prison for his amtar activities during the 1911912

Tripolitan War with Turkey. He broke with the Socialist Party and left the
newspaper in 1914 when the Italian government failed to join the war on the
side of its Triple Allance partnersGermany and Austrielungary,and the
Socialists advocated support for the Triple Entente. He had earlier been a
critic of Iltaly6s i nvoliwme nsadddanly,ialn al |

most overnight, it appears he simply changed his mind.

Mussolini was drafted into the Italian army in September 1915, appar-
ently reconciled to the fact that he would be fighting against the countries he
had wanted as [IHewads gfignedtoa cofped sharpshoa-s .
ers calletbersaglieri achieving the rank of corporal before he was wounded
on the 229 of February, 2017 by the accidental explosion of a mortar bomb
andhereturned to civilian life in Milan. He began to edit a righihg news-
paper called | Popol oo6dakt ®leiogiichehe wséd tolrdilal y 6 ,
against what he viewed as an ineffective government and incompetent mili-
tary. His conversion fronsocialistto Nationalist was now complete. He
began to see himself as the natural leddest guide, but leader: the differ-
ence would become import@nbdf his country, who could reestablish its for-
mer glory as a world power. He established the Fascist Party in 1919y ora
to increasingly large numbers of followers, particularly disaffected and un-
empl oyed war Vvet edemensingtreatmeént by itsifoemern g |
allies at the Paris Peace Conference and the total lack of achievement of It-
al yéds obj ect iTveatgof VersaillesHies BlackskirtsSquaal-l
risti, intimidated, often brutally, all opposition. By May 1921, the Fascist
Party with Mussolini as its leadgwas part of a government coalitioim the

autumn of the following year, he was Prime Minister.

In 1922, he and his fellow Fascists became the lawful government of the
country, albeit by devious and unlawful means. He consolidated his power
because he as delivering the stability thalhe otherpolitical partiescould
not. WWI and theAmerican quota laws of 192#at followedstopped the
flow of emigrants so there was not a constatiteamof Italian sources of
news to tell the story of repression that lay behind the veneer of stability
Mussolinisaw to it that the informatiowhichreached the international com-
munity, particularlyto those who had left their homeland, painted a positive

picture of a dynamic and successful country that would retake its rightful
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pl ace among t he wResolvinhdhe conflicteviththe Ropeu nt r i e

and allowing the establishment of the Vatican staf®29only enhanced his
image.

For ten yearsMussolini had the stage to himself, and he used it well.
Business and government leaders in Europe and America publicly congratu-
lated him, recommendehim for praise and admiration for how well he was
leading his countryHis enemies, the SocialistSommunistand Anarchists
seethed, but these were also the sworn enemies of Addsigsiness and
governmental leaderddaving shared adversariesnforced a common bond
between the officialdoms in the two countries and further increasestat

ure of Italy in the eyes of many of the immigrants to America from Italy.

Italians who came to America were not a homogeneous gidome of
those who came had fled from their homeland because of their ideology, and
continued to hold their views because they foundrmericathe same con-
ditions of repression of the poor that existed in Italy. Othatsbeen poor,
illiterate and destitute when they Iéily, found that life was equally hard in
America and adopted the ideologies of class warfétédl others thrived as
tradesmen, artisans, shop owners, educators and eviaigd. Whichever
group they belonged tthere were those wHongedto returnto their home-
land thosewho left thoughts of Italy behindnd wished only to be assimi-
lated into their new country, and those who tried to live in a middle ground,
selectingthe sweet memories tieir former lives and discardirige bitter

ones.

After Mussoliniascended to the position of ultimate ruler of Itahe
countrywas presented as a pgon of a successThose who were happy in
their new homeland wondered if they should hesmained in Italy rather
than emigrating to AmericaWould they have been happier and more suc-
cessful there? I®uld they returnaVhat should they tell their children who
were born in America ovho came with them as young children without any

memoriesBhould they encourage them to rediscover their former hodfelan

Those who werdoth unhappyand anti-Fascistshad a different view.
They continued their struggle to discredit Mussolini, who, they argued, had
taken the country frorits people. They fought for their cause in the press, in

demonstrations and in direct verbal and physical combat against those who
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either supported the Fascists openly or, by not taking a &tamd against
the dictatorshipsupported thertacitly.

Once Hitler acquired power over the government in Gerroarthe 36
of January, 1933n a similar way as Mussolini had obtaineid positiona
little over ten years earlien Italy, hestolell Duced sarrdive andadopted
all of the trappings thatlussolinihadacqui red from Gabri el
and perfectetb new leights The symbolsuniforms,gestures andiays of
speaking were all part of the choreographyptesent the image afrobust
leader of an unconquerabiation. However, it gradually became clear that
Hitler and Germany had the force behind the symbols, while Mussolini and
Italy simply had the symbolsAs the mentor became the follower who tried
to please his former pupil igvading Ethiopia and persecuting Jews, his stat-
ure in America, and thaif Italy, diminished. His traits that had been ne-
glected by those who had praised him during the period of his rise, such as
his disdain for democracy, were now highlight&bth dictators would now
be demonized in preparation for the iitalle and inescapable conflict, the
Second World War.

After Il talyods declarations of war a
France, andhen against the United Statielowing the Japanese bombing
of Pearl Harboon the ' of December, 1941taly and its citizendbecame
the enemy of all Americans. Those who had chosen to remain Italian citizens
while living in America were especially vulnerable, but everyone who could
be identi fi e dusgesedspy.(Thodewlkordntinued t® adeire
Mussolini were wise to do so in private. Although somedtefimericans
tried to become invisible, to melt into the American stew and shed their her-
itage, most wunderstood that they had
other when their political loyalties were questioned. Malan-Americans
could nevedistinguish between%iciliano, aNapoletanar aGenovesgand
now the Italians had to learn to bieco perlaregione t o become O6DbI
the regioné. It was only when the war
of Italian heritage showed up at the draft induction cemigfiest in line that

guestions about where théayalties lay began to dissipate.
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0 THES5™ OFNOVEMBER, 19220

AITALY GOT ANEW PRIME MINISTERt hi s w eZéoRicoda whaut d

looking up from his paper.

fiBenito Muss @4dinarone thiat sduaded liger he was not
interested Al gQguess it was only a matter o

with us?o
Anl't has everything to dZzoNwdat h us, ri
fiRightt & er yt hi ng. o

Zio Nicola andPa were brothers. Zio Patsy wéeir biotherin-law,
married to their younger sister, Zi a
PasqualeDe Santp but hewas known to everyone, including us kids, as
0 P a t Wepsdt in the living roonon the first floorof ZoNi c o | aZas and
Pasqual istwraybosisedt & 1Bedford Avenue in Brooklyn on Sun-
day morning, theth of November, 1922It was after mass but before Sunday
dinnerwhich was being prepared one floor below in the ldtchy the women
and the girls. Zi@asqualinavas in charge. She was a double aunt because
she was MiEd NicolsandZiadasqualina hathree daughtes,
Rosa,Filomenaand Lucia, and they had fosons, Giacomo, fancesco,
Giuseppe and Michele. Giacomo, or Jimmy, was oltha was born in Italy
before Zio and Zia came to America.e asoutside on the sidewalk with
other boys from the neighborhooéranky, Joey, Mikeyand | were sitting

on a sofa, listening to the conversation and not saying a word.

Pahad coméo New Yorkon Saturday morningith me and
my two older sisters, Venzina and RosaVee and Rosie as
they preferred to be calleth go tothe Metropolitan Opera
on Saturday afternoonl was eleven now, and this was my
first time to go with Pa to the opera. Vee vgadeen and
Rosie wadourteen and they had already betmthe opera
with Paa couple of timeslt would be another year before
Fanniewas old enough to come, and four more for Franky.
They were at home with MaThe operavas Pulkaci ni 0s
Borémewith Beniamino Gigliin the role of Rodolfo.AGigli
was good, quite goodlPahad said after the performance,
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fibut not as good as Caruso had b&eks far asPawas concerned, no one
would ever be as good HsTenoreNapoletangEnrico Caruspwho had died
the year before Pa lit a candle at mass every Sunday for hitve had all
stayedoveraZ i 0 6 s ahamk, addvoald take the late afternoon train
back to Scranton from Hoboken, New Jersey after dinner.

The kitchen was half a level below the sidewalk, and the living room was
half a level above with a high ceiling and large windows facing thietetreet.
Heavy velvet fabric drapes and lace curtains reduced the light entering the
room and the deep wirmlored wall paper absorbed whatever light found its
way in. All the furniture was in drroak with tapestry fabrics. Zia explained
that it wagthefashion at the timerhen we visited a few years earlier and saw
the new wall paperZio Nicola was in the house painting and interior deco-
rating business, andousinJimmy was his helper, so they had done all the
work on fixing up their new home. afhad said to Ma after that visit that he

hoped she didnét get any ideas of havi

Zio Nicola, PaandZio Patsywere each reading their own copy of the
d a ylb PROGRESSOITALO-AMERICANO newspaper. Pa read the regular
American newspapers during the week, but he bdugOGRESS®N Sun-
days. He said he liked to read about what other It#lraericans were doing.
He skipped over the parts that were about Italy.

fiBarsottisays heréussolindb s pr omi sed t o make t he
continuedZio Nicola. Carlo Barsottiwas the owner and publisher bf
PROGRESsQWhisperedrrankyto us on the couch. | knew that already. After
mass on Sundays, when Frankie and | sat in the living room and Pa read the
newspaper,ddn woul d someti mes read out | oud.
@arsottithinks we should talk to our congressman and tell him to stop doing
one thing or another. 6 I was wused to

looked like my cousins were too.

AHedl | beat t he {tmesquadrst beat tkeeoppbsi-s h e nc
tion if they dondét kPepibDoeshettsamet al

filmagine Italy getting aew Pope and a neWwrime Ministerin the same
yearp exclaimedZzZio Nicola, ignoringP a @snmentsfil t 6 s an hi st o

event . o
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i | thad hgd a newrime ministeralmost every yean the last twenty
year s, ?aofifMaryed itds time that they g

BN

so easy to get rid of. o

AfSusiseheapnas onlyg boefjeb akaty Pbpepo
Everyone calle@ia AssuntadSusié but not us kidsZio Patsy ania As-
suntalived on the top floor of the brownstotigat Zio Nicola bought after

The Warand they all moved there together

iThe Pope beraesn d4Irkezey SHekidag odtto get his

country back. 0

il think the Pope shoul ZioPatgyv efi Heo Br ¢
could run for Borough President. | 61

him el ected. o

We all started giggling and Zio Nicola looked at us sternly and shushed
us. ilf you canét sit there quietly

said.

i Mey could build a new St. Peters next to Ebbets Field so we can go to
mass and then t o tomtmuedZol Patsyglahowis di r ec
sounded like a great idea but did my best not to show any change in my ex-

pression.

fi H ewilll freeze over before the Pope lea¥®o0 me , dPg s ailijdust t o
spitethe KihngAnd he coul dndét count don gettin

AHow did Mussolini g e t Zid Patsybckand®r i me M
ing the subject He seemed todo thata litOne day he was a n

the next hebs in charge. I't doesndt me

AfHe got enough votes tygaramak & iatn siwretr @

Pa ffand then it just went from there.

iThe veterans v didMidc dloa, hiiam d taldedye da
who are beating up people who $mdthings againsMussolini Then there
are a | ot of pe cConmeanisis Aana thase who thinkithek e t h
government isn6t doing what they shoul
pay for the damage they did during The War. You add them all up and Mus-
solini has more support than it looks like by the number of Fascists in the

parliamentThe King and the people who aeally running the governemt
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must have figured after the march the Fascists made on Rome that if they
didndét make him Prime Ministoer he woul

iWe can read in our newspaper about
Pa Aibut the I talians are going to hav
thelavs Ihle 6mak e . | & mh dhrag pyndvedat t here, t

say about itl wish all of our family had left years ago. Now it may be too

lated

iWhatutalid e Pop &8 BatsyfinWheartj edcot emde t hi nk

solini is going to do about hi m?o
AiMy guess is that Mussolini will wuse
erful , ZoNdifd@elrad nltodés better to have

against you. Thmmaei ehe bhndg thder st

AiWedbl |l just hav eaandtheyallireturnedtodeading e, 60 s

their own papersThenPabroke the silence again.

AYou know, Nicola, since we came her
have livedyour liveslike you never left Italy, and Giovanna and | have lived
ours |like Italy never existed. My onl

AAnd your fig tMichele 0 ni ntZmPalspctke ¢ ar d

AAnd your wi nPRarogioiegar saZiadNicatabidueyih
ing.

inO. K., but you have your Society, an
there and new people frofha n t 6 Ane gomihgoover here giving you the
latest news. Even during The War, no one came into the shop to say it was
good we were fighting on the same side. To my neighbors, we are just as
American as they are. I dondt y hink t

was an ally of America. o

I di dn ot @llydgmeant amdhwhether it wasgood thing or a bad
thing. One of the Irish kids at school called dago and the other kids
laughed.l  dtikmbw Wwhatalagowa s, bwut | didndét 1|i ke
called one.When | caméome, | asked Pa whatitmeanteH s ai d i t di c
mean anything and if someone called me names like that | should ignore
them, but if anyone called my little sister or brother names, | should tell the

principal.
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A Amer i araundlfftys housand men iZoNidolae War , O
il t a Isix huhdeedand fifty thousandoldiers, six hundred thousand ci-
viliansand a million more were woundethe fact that America treated Italy
like a secondate partneafter The Waiis one of the reaso@smaybe the

main reasod Mussolini is now the primemni st er . 0

fiT h a Baésatti andL PROGRESSAdalking, Nicola Italy got what it de-
served out of The War, no more and no less. But | think we have travelled
over this territory more than enough times to know that we are not going to

agree, so we should leaveith er e . 0

They all returned to their newspapers.few minutes latermy seven
yearold cousin Lucia, knocked on the door and then peaked her head in to
tell usthat dinner was readyZio Nicola opened the window and shouted
down toGiacomoto come into the house, then we athilked down the stairs

to the kitcherwhere Sunday dinner was waiting on the table.

I think that was the first time | heard people talking about Italy as a place
which had a connection to me that was more than as a place where Ma and
Pa and their families had once live@he only country leaders | had heard
about were President Harding and the one who came before him, Woodrow
Wilson. | was too young to understand anything about what was going on
with the waronly thatpeople were fighting somewhere far away. | remember
that Ma got a letter once and she was very sad. A cousin of dkiiselen
killed in the war. There were posters on the streets with

Uncle Sam telling people he wanted them to join the army.
Pa was too old and | was too young, but there were neigh-
bors who went away andostof them came back. Nobody
talked about fighting in Italy, and like Pa said, nobody ever

said anything about what Italy was doing in the war.

What was different now? Why did it matter that this person
they were talking abouMussolini,was the new leadef
Italy? Zio Nicola and Zio Patsy seemed to think it was im-

portant, but maybe it was onbecauseéhey wanted him to

help the Pope. | have never understood what the Wape

Fon u s ARMY doing in Italy anyway. |looked on a map once that showed

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION the whole world and saw that Rome was a long way from

the places where Jesus grew up and was crucified. Why
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isndét the Pope there instead? I aske
lessons this question, and she said that Peter was the first Pope and he left
Judea to go to Rome because that was wheirrdhean Emperor was and he

had to convince him to follow the teachings of Jesus. But he ended up getting
himself crucified too, along with St. Paul, and then the next in line to take

over the job was a Roman bishop named Linus. So then it just continued to

be the place where the Popes lived.

There wasnot any more talk about |t
dinner. Zia Pasqualina and Zia Assunta made sure all the plates were full and
Zio Nicola kept the wine glasses of the adults filled. Us kids got a little wine
i n our wat egwasmodtly wimagnd s littlg watkte had turned
eighteen.| thought that one day | would be old enough to have a full glass of

wine and if there was a war, | would have to fight

b
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Figure 1: Sitting on left, Michele Serend on the right Vincent Ricciardi, brother-law to
Michele and Nicola Senatanding on right, Nicola Serend on the left Pasquale De Santo.
Approximate year: 1920
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When the Great War began in July, 1914, Italy was part of tipde
Alliance, allied with Germany and Austridungary. Thee threecountries
signed a pact in May, 1882, promising mutual support in the event of attack
by an aggressorits reasons for aligning itself with one of its foremost ene-
mies, AustriaHungary, a country that had actively worked against Italian uni-
fication, was as protection from invasion by France or Great BrifBieir
agreement was periodicalignewed up until the start oh&Great War, when
AustriazHungary declared war on Serlf@dlowing the assassination of Arch-
duke Franz Ferdinand of Austria by the Yugoslav nationalist Gavrilo Princip
in Sarajevo.Rus si a rushed tGerm&ginvadedaBelgiuma i d
and Luxembourg on its way toward France, resulting in the United Kingdom
declaring war on Germany. Russia, France and the United Kingdom were
bound by a pact called thgiple Entente and they would be knowas the
O0Al I'i ed Povhe War.dGednany iand Austiidungary became
known as the Central Powers, and were joined by the Ottoman Empire in
November and Bulgaria in 1915.

ey
Neutral Powers

Allied Powers 2-J &

a
£
Central Powers X1, <
<
=
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Italy? Antonio Salandra was Prime Mingstof Italy whenThe War be-
ganin 1914. He had taken oven Marchfrom his metor, Giovanni Giolitti
Their party,Unione Liberale had been founded by Gioliiti 1913 The party

decided that Italy would not honor tfAgiple Alliance agreement because
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AustriaaHungary had declared war and Germany had invaded its neighbors
actionswhich theltalians argued countermandtt treaty Giolitti wasin
favor of neutrality, but Salandra wanted to join the hostilities on the side of
the Allies. Thiswas t al y 6 s c¢ h ¢hemaincesoirentingand r e
Triestefrom AustriazHungary Salandra arguedhoth of which wereheavily

populated by Italiansl t was Sal andraés view that

Italy declared war on AustriBlungary onthe 239 of May, 1915. In
April, it had signed th@reaty of Londonwhich set the terms of its engage-
ment on the side of the AlliesAccording to theTreaty, shouldthe Allies
prevail, Italy would receive the territory it desired in the nofitentino and
Alto Adige, and north easthe Littoral region which includes Triestad the
Istrian Peninsulaalong with the Italian portions of Dalmatia, the Albanian

port city of Valona and land in the Ottoman Empire.

Italian politicians were initially enthusiastic about their chances of a
quick surprise victory against their Austifungarian adversaries. They out-
numbered them threi®-one. But their opponents positioned themselves on
higher groundand built formidable fortificationbeforethe Italians could at-
tack. The Napoleonic lighting advance that had been used so effectively
by the French against the Austrians in the same geography a little over a cen-
tury earlier,which the ltalian generals had dreamedegicating, quickly
became a series of attacks and retreats between the Isonzo and Piave rivers.
For three years in mountainous terrain, the two sides killed each other in great
numbers. Irthe meantime, gvernments in the Italian capitell, one after
the other

Prime Minister Salandra resigned in June, 1916, following the Battle of
Asiago. ltaly suffered 12,000 dead, 80,000 wounded and 50,000 taken pris-
oner. AustriaHungary lost 15,00@nen and 75,000 were woundedveB
though the Austrédungarianswere positioned to break through the Italian
lines, they eventually had to retreat and move their troops to a more critical
area requiring defense against a Russian offensive. Paolo Boselli, also a
member of thé&Jnione Liberalereplaced Salandra. He held his pasituntil
October, 2017, when another major battle took place, the Battle of Caporetto,
or Kobarid as it was known to the Slovenians where the town was lodated.
was officially the Twelfth Battle of the Isonz@&erman units reinforced the
AustroHung ar i ans, and it wusadfposangastandthe h e

&tormtrooped techniques they had perfectatat the Italian forces were
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routed. Although the Italians outnumber their opponents by ovetcwaoe,
10,000 of them were killed, 70,000 were wounded and 265,000 were cap-
tured.

On the 3@ of October, 1917Vittorio Emanuele OrlanddVinister of the
I nterior in Bosell i d&siongliberggbecamethée and r
third Italian Prime Minister duringheWar. He served in this post until the
end of The Great War on the™af November, 1918. Shortly beforend
War ended, Italy won the Battle of Vittorio Veneto,achievement thahe
politicians and generals arguexde up for all of the embarrassing defeats at
the hands of the Austriadungarian Army during the previs three years.
ltearned Orlandoth t i t 1 e A Pr e mi dsradocafion Byihist or y o .

Italian constituents was shdited.

Treaty negotiations tfinalize the terms to end The &Vtook place in
ParisintheSal | e d eat théHRdemah I[Faraige Ministry dhe Quai
d 6 Orbeginying orthe 18" of January1919 The defeatedountries, Ger-
many, AustriaHungaryand the Ottoman Empirevere not allowed to be pre-
sent. The new government in Russia had signed a separate treaty with Ger-
many in March, 1918, called tAeeaty of Brest.itovsk soit wasnot invited
to take part in théreatynegotiationither. Initially, Japan was part of the
Council of Ten, but it left the negotiations when it was clearitbatquests
and its viewpointsvere being ignoredThe resultof these negotiationis
called theTreaty of Versaillebecaise that is where it was signed on thé 28
of June 1919.

Prime Minister Orlando anBaronSi dney Sonni no, It alydé
ister, led the lItalian delegation. They were determined to useréagy of
Londonas the starting point for Italyés
concessions from the other Allied.seems that the French and British dele-
gates, particularly Britainbs foreign
gretted having made such generous offers of territory to Italy as part of the
Treaty of Londonbut they were prepared to honor to&their promises.
However, this was not theew held by Presiderw/oodrowWilson and the
United Statesé6é del egates. Wil son sai
cret treati eso t drivatdly, tbelthree athemAliesswerteot a p
di sappointed with Italyds contributio

loss of life andnjuries suffered by its soldiers and civilians
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Orlando is seen in this photo taken at the

peace negotiations in Versailles, France, sec-

ond from the left, talking with David Lloyd

George, Prime Minister of the United King-

dom. George Clemenced@rime Ministerof

France and Woodrow Wilson, President of

the United StateWhat are to
happened o r more <correctly,

happeninVersaillésd et er mi ned | taly

in the following tweanda-half decades.

A planned sixday meeting addressing specifically the Italian issues be-
ganon Saturday, th&9" of April, one day before Easte®n the 23 of April,
President Wilson issued a statement declaring thafTthaty of London
should be ignored and Italy should receive no more than the territory of Tren-
tino and Tyrol because these areas had populations that were mostly Italian.
Wilson strongly supported the formation of the new country of Yugoslavia
and rejected all Italian claims to areas along the Adrihit would become
part of this country. The following day, the Italian delegation quit the nego-
tiations and repaired to Rome. They were greeted with patriotic demonstra-
tions railing against the iireatment by the Allies, particularly the Ameri-

cans.

For ten days, the fate of the peace conferénog in the balance. While
I'talyods war all i es dilkcansetheyoontgbatedt he | t
little to the entire process, focusing only on what Italy would recédiveas
necessarfor themto be present toonclude the treaty with Germaniraft-
ers of the treaty began a process of removing all references of Italy in case
they did not returnAfter ten days, the Italian delegatiarrived back irParis
on the ¥ of May. The Germansvere alrady in placdo receive their terms
from the Allies. TheTreaty of Versaillesthe first of six treaties, was signed
with Germany on the 28f June. Prime Minister Orlando had resigned five
days earlier.He was replaced by Francesco Saverio Nitti, leader of the Rad-
ical Party, but neither he nor his predecessor were present at the signing of
the Treaty.The names on thEreatyfor Italy included Baron Sonnino, Mar-
quis G. Imperiali, Ambassador of the King of Italy at London, and Mr. S.

Crespi.
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EUROPE, 1922

Europeds map was redra

The War. Austria became a shadow of

its former selfwith Hungary, Czechoslo-

GREAT
BRITAIN

vakia, Poland, Rumania and the new
state of Yugoslavia carving off large
swaths of territory. Finlandained inde-
pendence from Russi&stonia, Latvia
and Lithuania were established on former
Russian territoryand both Poland and

Rumania expanded into areas that had

uuuuuu

been part of Russia as well. Italy

rounded off its northern boundaries with

Trentino and Alto Adigeand inthe nortleas with the Littoral regioninclud-

ing Trieste and thdstrian Peninsula. A permanent seat on the League of

Nations and a share of German reparations were ddaded | t al y6s r ewa
being on the winning side

There are those who say that Italy should have remained neutral and
stayed out oThe Great War I t al y 6-prepared mnd Hequapped i | |
for fighting in rugged terrain at high altitude, especially not in the freezing
winters Its men in arms, conscriptedframl |  of the countryads
cently united regionspoke hundreds of different dialect®t the language
of the officers who were leading them. In the first four battles along the
Isonzo Riveietween June and Novemid&i 5, 60,000italian soldierswvere
killed and 150,000 were wounded. At this point, Italy could have called for
an armistice and left the fieldBut what do the politicians say to the families
of those who died or to those who are permanently mainiéd® are sorry,
but you have fought in vaid. No. Like the amateur gambler who bets his
last coin on the next roll of the dice, believing that it is luck that decides which
numbers &ce up, the politicians keptlling the people that the tides would

shift in their favor ad victory would be theirs.

The tides turned at the very end, after the enemy was aldosdegted.
Italy was on the winning sideNevertheless, the politicians had promised
much and no matter what was received, it would never have been enough to
compensate for the losseklife. It was easiefor the Italian politiciango
blame their partners, in particular the Americans, for the dreams of expansion

that went unfulfilled, rather than accepting the simple truth that lands are won
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and lost in battle,at in the hallof negotiation, and the Italisarmy was not
successful in battle.

In the years that followed, chaos reigned. Communists, anarchists and
Fasciss battled each other and all waged war with the governnigietfas-
cists, who were fierce nationalists, blamed the communistsofosupporting
the War and for aiding the enemyascism has an ideological history that
dates back to the | ate nineteenth cent
the first time in 1915 by members of a movement founded by Benito Musso-
linifb Fasci d 6 Az i o n(EascRof Rewvolutiozary éan. rPiinge
Minister Nitti lasted for a yeamuntil June 1920During that time, beginning
in Septerber 1919, he had to contend with the rash actions of swgiem-
ali st Gabriele D6ANNuUNnzi o, wiredthet oget he
Adriatic port ofFiume. The city was just outside of the area of Istria that had
justbeen ceded to Italy. D6AnNnnNnunzio ref
government nor the new government of Yugoslavia were able to decide what
to do about him and his forces. In November 1920, the two governments
reached an agreement to make Fiunfieea stateand Italy declared that it
would no longer claim Dalmatia as part of its sphere of influence. In January
1921,D 6 A n n @and hi$ farces were driven from Fiume by the Itabamy,
but heleft as a hero.

By this time, he Liberal Unionparty hadreturnedto power with Gio-
vanni Giolitti as prime ministent was his fifth term; his first was 189893.
He held the postvhich would be his lastor just over a yeamuntil the 4" of
July, 1921 It was at the height of thgiennio Rossothe Two Red Years,
when theCommunists organized massive strikes, occupied factories and
fields and led union efforts to obtain recognition of worker participation in
factory councils. This agitation on the left was migh armed aggression by
factions on the right and with the anarchis&olitti did nothing to stop the
Fascistsquadrismdrom committing violent acts against their political oppo-
nents nor from forcefully taking over city governmethiat the Socialist Party
had been elected to ruwiolitti called for elections in May 1921 in a coali-
tion that included the ItaliaRasciltaliani di Combattimentpled by Musso-
lini. Gi ol coalitioh @ceived only 19% of the vote and he was forced to

resign.

IvanoeBonomi, leader of the Italian Reformist Socialist Pasticceeded

Giolitti. His partywas a sociatlemocratic political partghat hadbeen
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formed when its leaders split from the Italian Socialist Party in 1912. Never-
theless, he was the first Socialist Prime Ministeltaly. He could not hold
together his coalition and he relinquished the post to Luigi Facta in February
1922. At this point, th&asciss controlled the country through their terror
tactics and it would only be a matter of eight months before Facta would
hand overhis duties as prime minister to Benito Mussolini following the
March on Rome in October 192ZFacta tried to sip the march by having
martial law declared, but he needbeé King, Victor Emmanuel lll, to sign

the order. The King refused, and Facta, along with his government, resigned
in protest at the Kingbs refusal
and requested that he form a new government. The date was'thieC3d:

tober, 1922.

b

Although Woodrow Wilson was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 1919,
principally for his efforts to establish the League of Natidms United States
never ratified th@reaty of Versailleand never joined the League of Nations.

It was theU.S. Senatethat opposed botthe Treatyand the Leaguen the
basis of opposition térticle 10 of theTreaty, which concernedollective

security and the League of Natiorghis Article, its opponents argued, ceded

Th

t he war powers of the U.S. Tewaa nment

two groups in the Senate wholedth@ posi ti on: the HAlrrec

refused to join the League of Nations under any circumstancethefmd® e s -

er vat iwhawesédbyHénry Cabot LodgeSenate Foreign Relations
Committee Chairmafrom the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Senator
Lodgewanted amendments matdetheTreatybefore theSenatevould ratify

it. Lodge's attempt to pass amendments toTiteaty was unsuccessful in
Septemberput hemanagdt o attach 14 Areservat.i
1919 In a final vote orthe 19" of March 1920, theTreaty of Versaillesvas
defeatedby a seven vote marginBy this time, President Wilsowascom-

pletely sidelined. He had suffered a stroke in October 1919 tolitang the

country to gain support for joining the League of Nations. He served out his

term, but Vice President Mar shall t

The U.S. Governmentwith WarrenG. Harding as President since March
1921 signeda separate peace treaty with Germdhg,Treaty of Berlinon
the 23" of August 1921. This treaty stipulated that the United States would

29

on.

(O0)



ienj oryi galtls, privileges, indemnities,
ferred to it by theTreaty of Versaillesbutit left out any mention of the

League of Nations

Figure 2: Twentythreeyearold Michele Sena in 1904tandsin front of his first shoe repair
shop at 725 Scranto8treet in Scranton, Pennsylvanide and Giovanna Ricciardi would
marry in 1904, and their firsthree children would be born here before they moved to South
Seventh Avenue at the bottom of the Scranton Street hill.
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0 THE25™OFMAY, 19249

fiN 1896, THE YEAR | came to America, there were 60,000 others who

came from Italy, o0 declared Pa.

fi Vgreyou standing at the gangplank on Ellis Island counting them all as
they wal ked off the boats?0 joked Zio
Pa. He was wused to his older brother:«

iTher e walsk TMES lyasterday along with the article about
what was going to happen after the new immigration law is passeartuw.
When Jenny came in ninetgur, there were 43,000he yearyou and Lena
and Jimmy came over in 1904, there wer

AWhat happens starting tomorrow?0 as

fiThe people who make the laws in Washingtakethe number of Ital-
ianswho were in America in 1890 and do something with it to come up with

the number of oupaisaniwho can come over here every yéam now on 0

iThey multiply the numhle Vekry tAhwd apge m
t h e r &be mara tharour thousand from Italy each year because there
were not more thatwo hundred thousand Italians living in America in 1890.

| read that four hundred thousand came, but half of them wenbback.
iHow do you knowioPasy.s stuff?d asked

iBecause shebébs a smart girl who does
sunta. Vee was her favorite and she took every chance to shine her star. Vee
blushed. Ma beamed. Pa smiled like he always smiled, with his lips closed,
and he nodded his head.

We had all been in Brooklyn a month before for Eastéio Nicola,
Zi 6Assunta and Zi o ekatngdy amald ac @eme i fsdrer
Zi o Niacnadl azisa 6 granddaughtei Zim@Pasqualina stayed at
home in Brooklyn to watch over the family. Cousins Jimmy and Rosie were
old enough to take care of the house,
family, the house or the neighborhood

cooi nce her to | eave Sant dAngel o to cor

iwWe had only one or Sotietyd unéwgmeée mbe wa
said Zio Nicol a, Abut t ISatangweswhgot a b

BN

came over just before they passed that lasilaw 1921 . o
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iwWe wondt see numbers | ike that agai
getting very crowded in the Cabrini School at mass. We need to hurry up
with the church building. o

AWhy dondét they |ike us?o0 't was | i

AWho doesndt | ike us?0 asked Ma.

iThe people who make these | aws tha
here. o

It was quiet for what seemed like a long time. Then Pa spoke.

AiThi nk of aneghbarhod, ouw neighbdth®odYou have
people living in the neighborhood who have been there for a long time.
Maybe they were born there and have grown up with the same frigmds
all of you Then, all of a sudden, new people move in, people who come from
another place who donét speak the s ami
clothes and maybe dondt even worship
You probably donodot Iliinlge iistndolhe d d&es es ame
before. If a lot of new people come at the same time you feel even worse. The
main reason we moved to this neighborhood, instead of finding a place in
Hyde Par k, is that everyone here is a

else.We fit right in0

AWhen we came laddeddi aoAdment aa, Bit ws
new life, away from the Iprinia earthquakes that kill you in your bed and away
from the cruel treatment by the Italian government who take everything and
give nothing back. But many of our countrymen come here to earn money
and then go back to Itglyust like Venzina saidHalf of them went back to
taly.l t 6s t he same with men from other ¢
not a good life. So maybe the lanakers want to discouragleat kind of

l'iving. | donét know. What do | know?c

iThe people running the government e
came over here from England a coupl e ¢
col a. AfiLook at the new President. I roe
1630.Can you imagine what kind of boats they had back then, what, three

hundred years ago!

AfiDon6t forget it was an I talian who

dred years before all of those Englishnoaime over He had good Italian
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boats, thé\ino, the Pintmnd t he Santa Maria, 0 added
| think it was t heorrétiedResieeand t he Pint

AThey donoét declakedZziaCaif Aloll i o6, dtHeos e pe
Mayfl ower were Protestaftop.esTheryolur ed owm
find any Catholic members of the KKK,

ioOcrousi nbs gr and deliving mt eountrywhenspeo i ng t
growsupt hat® | ot differ divinginfodagm tdkee |l ame d\

PafiiMay be shedl | run for President. 0

iWe just Babbd ekel abmed Vee.

iYba i magine thaAnad ddi dl okis;m 6Ni salya it

flower women can voteAll womencan vote evenSantangiolesi 0
fYou see, FAsauerta. sATHaZi abhsot hey
i May be flobrl IPrreusni dent , 06 decl ared Fann

I looked around the table and everyone had a smile and they were looking
at my little sister, noddinlike they approved of what she was saying. Was it
really possible? Could we have a woman who was President beforevave ha
priests who e women?Could we have someone from parents born in ltaly

become Presidenfizist at that moment, anything seemed possible.

On the 28 of May, 1924, President Calvin
Coolidge signed thelmmigration Act of
1924 also known as thdohnsonReed Act
namedafter the two men who were responsi-
ble for drafting the legislation, Congressman
Albert Johnson and Senator David Reed. In
| the photoPresident Coolidges seen signing
the Act on the White House South Lawn.

Support for the bill was almost unanimous in

the House. There were nine dissenting votes

in the Senate. The Office of the Historian for the U.S. Departmetatd

officially declared that the main purpose of htwas @At o preser ve
of Amer i can Thaserimfgver ofthdd bglieved that they were

reinforcing fia distinct -ABomeAmericaasn i de n't
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over Jews, Southern and Eastern Europeans in order to maintain the racial
preponderance of the basic strain on our people and thereby stabilize the eth-
nic composition of the popul ation. o

One of the strongest proponents of immigration restrictions was Henry
Cabot Lodge, a Republican Senator from MassachwselSenate Majority
Leader at the time of his deathNiovember,1924. A tragic and disgraceful
event occurreth 1891in New Orleansand his reaction to this event revealed
his true cabrs on the issue of immigratiavhich he espoused for the remain-
der of his careerThe event was the Kkilling of eleven ltali&mericans by a
mob who broke into the jail where the ItaliAmericans wee being held
following the trial of nine of thenfor murder, for which none were found
guilty. At the time Lodgewas a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Hepublished an articlan the THE NORTHAMERICANREVIEW(VoI. 152,

No. 414, May, 1891, pp. 66212)blaming the victims and makirastrident
claim that restrictions on Italian immigratiovere necessary to prevent the

need for such acta the future.He wrote:

i Ame r i ¢ a n-@bidang people, ahd amact of lawlessness like the
lynching of these Italians is sure to meet with their utmost disapproval. There
is no doubt that every intelligent man deplores the lawless act of the New
Orleans mob. But to stop theewould be the reverse of intelligent. To visit on
the heads of the mob all our reprobation, and to find in its act alone matter
of anxiety and regret, would not only be unjust, but would show a very slight
apprehension of the gravity and meaning of thismt. Such acts as the killing
of these eleven Italians do not spring from nothing without reason or provo-
cation. The mob would have been impossible if there had not been a large
body of public opinion behind it and if it had not been recognized thasit wa
not mere riot, but rather that revenge which Lord Bacon says is a kind of wild
justice. The mob was deplorable, but the public sentiment which created it
was more deplorable still, and deserves to have the reasons for its existence

gravely and carefullgonsidereé .

AiThe killing of the prisoners at Neyv
that they were supposed to be members of the Mafia, but it would be a great
mistake to suppose that the Mafia stands alone. Societies or political organ-
izations which regard assassti@n as legitimate have been the product of

repressive government on the continent of Europe. They are the offspring of
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conditions and of ideas wholly alien to the people of the United States. Nev-
ertheless, to certain minds they present a permanent attraction, and there are
classes of men sufficiently illiterate and sufficiently criminal to reproduce
them wherever they méyppen to be, even when there is no repressive gov-

ernment to serve as an excuse.

Thedatm f t he ¢ a c t(i.egwhenlthe mwdrders were eanmid-
ted) was the 1% of March, 1891, the day after the end of a trial in winiicte
men of Italian heritagie almost all of whom were Sicili@were acquitted
of killing the New Orleans police chief, David Hennessy, in October of the
previous year. Several gunmen shdiennessywhile he was on his way
home. He returned the fire but collapsed while giving pursuit. He was taken
to a hospital and was conscious long enough to say that the shooters were
6Dagoesd, but could not give any posit
died the following day. The mayor of the city, Joseph A. Shakespeare, or-
dered the police to fAscouryldlidngouwhol e 1
c o me a Within swentydour hours, over two hundred people had been
detained anddrty-five peoplewere arrested Nineteen men were charged
and jailed,andnine of them wer@ut on trial. Six of these defendants were
acquitted and a mistrial was declared for the other three because the jury

could not agree on their verdicts.

To understand how this happened, we need to understand what all of
those ItaliarAmericans were doing in New Orleanghe first placeind how
the people in their host city felt about them being thdiee South had lost
its cheap labor when it lost the Civil War. Conditions for the people in the
formerKINGDOM OF THETWO SICILIES, and particularly in Sicily, were even
more desperate than for the former slaves in the South. They left their homes
in the 1890sn search of something bettend they were lured with jobs as
sharecroppers in Louisiana. Many of rtheettled in the French Quarter,
which became known d@kittle Sicilyd Their backs were welcomed, but not
their persons. The mayor, Shakespeare, was quoted as saying that his city
had attracted fAdthe wor st classes of
anseéf i | t hegsons and Horhes,iwithoupcourage, honor, truth, pride,

religion, or any quality that goes to

Two Sicilian families, the Provenzano and Mantranga, were vying for
dominance on the New Orleans waterfront, and pushing the edges of the law

in the process. Hennessey seems to have been trying to put both families
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behind bars, but the Mantrangas believed that he was favoring their rivals.
They had the motive, andtvih Hennesseyds deat hbed

S t

6Dagoesd6 who shot hi m, there was no w

otherwise. The Mayorgavesapeech after Hennthaseyos

the police chief had been Athe victim
the citizens of the city to Ateach the
He appointed a committee, called tBemmittee of Fiftyto investigate
whether there were secret societies operating in the city. On 'thef Z&-
tober, theCommittegoublished an open letter to the Italian communitg-
ing themto inform on the lawbreakers among them. The letter ended as
follows:

fiwe hope this appeal will be met by you in the same spirit in which we
issue it, and that this community will not be driven to harsh and stringent
methods outside of the law, which may involve the innocent and guilty
alike...Upon you and your willingnessdoe information depends which of
these courses shall be pursued.

The trial of the nine suspects lasted from th& d6February until the
13" of March. The presiding judge was Joshua G. Baker. None of the jurors
were of Italian descent, and none of them were openhttafitin. There was
no evidence that was conclusive, and the person who had said he was told by
Hennessey that it was O0ODagoesd® who sh
nine men were returned to prisditea the verdicts because thevas still a
charge against them of O6lying in wait:¢

Another selfdeclared committetding one hundred fifty memet that
evening to plan a response to what tfedywas a miscarriage of justicA.

local newspaper carried the following editorial the next day:

Rise, people of New Orleans! Alien hands of dmitind assassins have
set the blot of a martyr's blood upon your vaunted civilization! Your laws, in
the very Temple of Justice, have been bought off, and suborners have caused
to be turned loose upon yourestts the midnight murderers of David C. Hen-
nessy, in whose premature grave the very majesty of our American law lies
buried with his mangled corpge the corpse of him who in life was the rep-

resentative, the conservator of your peace and dignity.

The ltalian @nsul in New Orleans, Pasquale Corte, tried to get the Gov-

ernor of Louisiana, Francis T. Nicholls, to intervéabreak up the mob that
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had gathered at the New Orleans prisbhe Governoreplied that it was up

to the Mayor to take action, but the Mayor was having his breakfast and was

not reachable. The mob broke through the door as the prison warden let the
nineteen men out of their cells and told them to hide as best they could. Eight

of them were successful, eleven were not. Two of them were taken out of the

prison, hanged and shot. The other nine were shot or clubbed to death inside

the prison. On the 17of March, a grand juryvas convened to determine

what had occurred and whether anyone should be charged with the murders.

The grand jury declared that the gath
the first, best and eventhe mostdaw i di ng of the <citi zens:s

indictments were made.

PasqualeCorte left the city in protest in May. TH¢EW YORK TIMES
published his statement in which he accused the city of New Orleans for the
murders. His government demanded that the mearslee arrested and pros-
ecuted and that reparations be paid to the families of the vidfifinen no
action was forth coming, Italy recalled its ambassador from Washington, and
the U.S. recalled its ambassador from Rome. A year passdthlgrfidmed.
President Benjamin Harrison attempted to break the deadlock by agreeing to
pay $25,000 to be shared among the victims. Congresgpte to stop him,
but he prevailed. Each of the eleven families received $2,211.90. Shake-

speare lost the next mayoral election.
b

On the 6th of April, 1924, the Fascists won the elections with dhisds
majority. In the summer of 1923/ussolinihadintroducel a law to ensure
a permanent Fascist majority in parliaméerie law stated that lichever
party wins the greatest number of votes in an electi@t party would auto-
matically receive twahirds of the seats in theaRiament. When elections
were held in Aprilsix parties siodin opposition, diluting their effectiveness.
The Fascistsvon 65% of the votesn their own The success of the Fascists
was apparently du® the belief by theniddle classes that a strong govern-
ment would restore ordeto a country thatwasoverly prone to anarchy and
strikes. Liberals believed that Mussolini and his Fascistgould eventually
show their inadequacids lead the country andould be voted out of the
parliament. The Fascists did restore order at the expense of personal liberty
by the populace, and once they had the power to rule without opposition, their

inadequacies were no longer a reason for their removal.
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d THE23RDOFAUGUST, 19270

MA WAS SITTINGin the garden witlvenzina, Rosa and Filomenbawas
on the porch with my sketch padt. wasearly evening in lateéAugustwhen
the days wergrowing shorteand the air still had thatarmand moisfeel-
ing of the summer The persistent smealin the air wergas,sulfur and sew-
age,butve had al l grown used to
about it. Ma and the girlsat together on a bench in
front of the high wooden fendea, Frankyand I had
built to block the view on the other siddda di dn ot
like that view. There was a layp steep embankment
down to the New Jersey Central Railroad tracks, and
another steep embankment down to the totally polluted
Lackawanna Riverthe source of the smell of sewage
The riverwas so black you could hardly tell it was
moving, but it flowed fastlf you fell in you were dead
killed by the poisons it carriedDuring my sixteen
years, | had never known anyone who had fallen in, but
Pa talked about someone who once lived on the street
in one of the tenements. He was always drunk, Pa said.
Oneday, a neighbor came into the shop and toltd>a

had to look out the back to see the drunk floating down

the river on his back. They got to the fence just in time
to see him take a few last strokes, and then he disap-
peared into the black river, never to be found.

Figure 3: Children to Michele and Giovanna Sena, Scran-
ton, PA. Back row:Venzna, Rosa and Lorenzo; front row:
Filomena and-rancesco (circa 1920)

On the other side of the river was the Gas House stretching along the
entire straight length of the river mirroring Seventh Averitieias the source
of the sulfur and gas smell§.he large storage tank that rose and fell inside
the iron lattice supports was at one end and the coal hopper that belched
flames every several minutes was at the other. Behind the gas works ran the
Delaware and Hudson tracks, then there was anothgstesp embankment
up to the plateau of the city with the United Silk Mills perched along the edge.
The fencewe had builtwas now covered withvy that had reacheits deep
green summer color. Bmother montit would be a blaze of orange and red.
In the gardenhtere were trellisemadeof wood painted whiteand covered
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with red, yellow and whiteosesand flower beds with viola, iris, hosta, day-
lily, dahlia, pansy as well as more rose bushes. In the middidhebeds
was the fig tree tha&ahad brought back from New York the year after they
boughtour house orSouth Seventh AvenueAlong with his love of Italian
opera, it was his one other reminder of what he appreciated ahetg he
and Ma came from As Ma and the girlsat talking in the gardeme could
all hearthe voice of Enrico Carusmming fromP& sictrela. He was sitting
in the kitchen with his brothen-law, Vincenzo. | could smell the smoke
from their Parodis coming through the screen d@arusovassingingVesti

la giubbafrom Pagliacci Pa was proud of the fact that this song wetten
and composed blRruggero Leoncavallavho, like Carusowas alsd\Napoli-

tano.

fi | at e |Elemaand a meiv ffriand of hers todagngelina di

Rossj 0 s a i Hend&Galle warked with Rosa at W.T. Grardasad was

one of her best friendsder father was from Milano and her mother was from

Genoa.fA n g e | farmlyacamse from a town near Bologna jiifore the

war. They live in Old Forge. Her father works in the mines in Pittstéou

know thatElen@d s f at her doesnoét go to churc
doesndt either , Bnnasays ber fatler ighditienalistnt r e a ¢
and Angelina says her father isSacialist You and Pa both go to church.

What arewe? 0

AWe are Ameri Mawist bowtnslwesiedat i on,
been Americans since the dayslanded hereGetting our citizenship only
made it more official. You are Americans and nothing eldleof you were

born here, and your Pa and | were married bere.

fiBut theycang, Ameo, 0 comdad nufeat Rers aa

mot her got their citizenship papers | :

Even though | was only sixteen, | was old enough to know thavésa
a quiet woman who did not often offer an opinion in a eosation unless
she was askedShe always had e@ertainexpression on her face as she went
about her daily chores in the house and in the neighborHbwds like she
was thinking about something else while she was doing what she was doing.
I |l ooked up words in the dictionary t
s i vlewas not unusual fars kidsto arrive home fronschoolor workand

find her sitting alone in the kitchen or in the garden with her hands folded in
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her lap and her eyes focused on something far in the disté/e¢hought it

was because she Iditle Joey, who died at the age of two, Heé once told

me that he&knew that this was her nature. He knew her for as long as he had
a memory. He knew how to make her smile, even laugh, but he used his
unique skill sparingly becauséa reacted to please him, not to please herself.
So whatMa was now about to say and how she would sesailly surprised

us

fiHaving citizenship papers doesndt m
thing | have learned in the thirthiree years | have lived in this countAn-
other thing we have tried to teach all of iols t hat goingg to ch
make you a good person,fus | i ke not going ydua churc
bad persomo matter what the Church says about thati know, your father
doesndét | ike to talk about what i s harg
when he hears or reads about bombings and killings byronge gr another.
ldotoo.El enads father and Angelinab6s f at
living in Italia. They have brought their angand politics over hereand as
far as | am concerned, they should go ackaliaand fight amongst them-
selvesel ena is a nice girl, so her fathe
am sure that Angelina is a nice girl tdte next time
they want to talk politics, tell them that we women
in Americahave been able to vote elections since
1920. They can telheir fathers thaéven if people
vote inltaliaorin Russia t heir votes don
Tellthemtoothay ou dondt yowmaveem t 0 s h
member of a church to be able to vairly that you
are acitizenof Americd know t hatdés tr uq

| vote O

Figure 4: Giovanna Sena with her daughter Rosa on the
back porch of their house at 135 South Seventh Avenue,

Scranton, PA. (circa 1931)

| had never heard ounother talk for so long or with such passion on any
subject] 6 m sure my sisters felt the same

wasndt only a good mother; she was a ¢

The regions, provinces and towns continued to define the identities of

Italians. On top of that were layers of religious, -aeligious, political and
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ideological loyalties. Italians from the different regipwhko were also Na-
tionalists, Fascists, Royalists, Socialists, Anarchists, Papists or Atheists
brought their prejudices with them to America from ltaly. Either they tried
to create an idealized version of their homeland, one that was impossible for
them to find in reality, or they tried to reproduce a copy of what they had left.
They brought theifoods and ways of eating, clothes and ways of dressing,
dialects and ways of talking, feast days and ways of praying, grudges and

ways of fighting, and vendettas and ways of killing.
b

Following the end of Thé&reat War, here were three main groups
fighting for political power in Itay until the end ofl926 Onewasthe Na-
tionalists, who include the king and thé-ascistgovernment The second
was the Communists led by Amadeo Bordiga and Antonio Gramsci. The
third was the Anarchists with Enrico Malatesta as their leasléyurth group
called Arditi del Popolo( Peopl eds Militia) and | ed
coalition of antiFascists groups, including the Anarchists and Communists
as well as Futurists, Republicans and Syndicalidte. Futurists, led by i
ippo Tommaso Marinettidolized everything new and despisatithat was
traditional, including a parliamentary form of government. They were ab-
sorbed into the Fascist movement. The Republicans favored a government
without a king. The Syndicalists proposed an economic system as a replace-
ment for capitalism thatould be owned and managed by workers organized
into confederations or syndicates. The movement was epitomized Bg-the

ione Sindacale Italianghe largest Italian syndicatitrade union.

Al l of these factions believed they
ills, real or imagined. They demonstrated in public and schemed in private
to wrest power from the government that in their eyes was ineffective or ir-
relevant. izens knewonbthing of thésyg davemeritdithe
unrest and political stiéfthey causd deeply affected their live§ascists and
Communists foughbpenlyduring this period as the tWargestfactions om-
peted to gain power in ItalyOn the 1% of April, 1919 the Fascists attacked
the offices of the Italian Sociali Party's newspapdéwvantt, the very news-
paper Mussolini had been editor of in his former &ea Socialist, before
The War In 1921, Italian army officerbeganto take sides and helped the
Fascists in their battles with the Communists and Socialists. This led to

greater cooperation among all the drdiscists groups and calls for a general
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strikeas a protest against the refd=ascism The March on Romig October

1922 was a move by the Fascist® counter the strike,
pointment as Prime Minister by King Victor EmmanuelWis the beginning

of the end for the opponents of Fascism.

Not satisfied with their political victorythe Fascissquadristiwere de-
termined to eradicate all traces of opposition. In December, large humbers
of them attacked workers in Torino who supported Socialist principles and
resistance to Fascism in what became knov8tragye di Torinpor the Turin
Massacre. Officially, eleven people were killed and ten were seriously
wounded, but the unofficial counts were much higher. The events began with
the Fascists burning down the local union headquarters amfiagawo
clubs of the Italian Socialist Party. Tkguadristithen tookas hostagea
number of the editors dhe COMMUNIST PARTY OF ITALY newspaper and

threatened to execute them in the center of Torino.

Within a year of Mussolinids ascensi
around forty secalledFasciclubs had been started in America. These were
groups whavanted to show support for the rejuvenation of Italy by the Fas-
cists after decades of humiliation and subordination to European powers and
to what was viewed as-tteatment by America following The War. At first,
there was no control over these orgatiimes exerted by the Italian Fascists.
This changed when the Italian National Fascist Partypkstt@dFasci Ital-

i ani a)olFasEigstAbroad. Its leader was Paolo Ignazio Maria Thaon
di Revel, son of a count and a gold medal winner in the 1920 Olympics in
fencing. He was sent to Amerital924by Mussolini to create an umbrella
association into which all of tHeasciclubs were incorporated. It was called
the Fascist kague of North America (FLNA).

Two ItalianrAmerican newspapers in particular supported the formation
of FLNA: IL GRIDO DELLA STIRPEiINn New York with its antiSemitic founder
and editor, Domenico Trombetta, aGbVINEZZA in Boston led by Fran-
cesco Macalusd@iovinezzane ans Oyout hdé i n I talian a

the Fascist national anthem.

The FLNA served as a lightning rod for aRtscist Italian Americans.
The AntiFascist Alliance of North Americg@FANA), which had been ini-
tiated in 1923, but which failed to mobilize support, wagstblished in
October 1925 at a meeting on East Sfreet in New York Cityed by Carlo
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Tresca It created an executive committee of eighteen mentih&trincluded

the gamut of noifrascist political views, but the main factions were the Com-

muni sts and the Soci al Democrats/ Labor
pers,IL LAVORATORE for the Communists and. Nuovo MONDO for the

Social Democrats/Labdhat carried the brunt of the battle to Itak&meri-

cans against the Fascists and FLNAhe AFANA and FLNA engaged in

open warfare resulting in a dozen or so deaths.

What did the United States government think of these organizations op-
erating for and against a foreign power on its sdil# ancientproverbap-
plied: The enemy ahy enemy is my friendCommunism and Socialism, as
well as Anarchism, were viewed as the major threats to thebeielfy of
America. The FLNA had the appearance of an organization that favored law
and order and was fervently against radical politics espoused by the members
of the AFANA. Naturally, FLNA was preferrebly the American government
authoritieso AFANA.

A high profile criminal case that played out in the 1920s and came to a
conclusion on the 28of August, 1927, illustrates how the justice system in
America may have been influenced b tolitical views of the defendts
and their country of origin, Italy. NicoBacco andartolomeoVanzettiar-
rived in America in 1908Sacco from Apulia and Vanzetti from Piemonte.
They met for the first time in 1917 at a strike in Massachusetts. They discov-
ered that they were both followers of Luigi Galleani, théidtaAnarchist
who was a proponent of bombing and assassination to support the revolution.
The American government listed his group among the most dangerous threats
to the country. Galleani and a number of his associates were deported in
1919, but his fthowers continued their violent activities. Sacco and Vanzetti
were among these followers. They were both arrested for a robbettyeand
murderof two menthat occurredn Braintree, Massachusetts on thd" b6
April, 1920 at the Slateorrill Shoe Conpany. They were also charged for
a robbery and related murders that had taken place the previous year in

Bridgewater, Massachusetts, also at a shoe factory.

TheirBridgewatettrial began in Junel920and lasted fooneweek. The
accused pairés main defense consisted
had seen one or the other of the men during the time the robbery had taken

place. Many of the men spokenly Italian and their testimony required trans-
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lation. A courtappointed translator spoke Italian, but could neither under-
stand nor speak the dialects of the
timonies seemed to the jury confused or unreliable prosecution had con-
fiscated weapons and ammunition from the men that the policeetldad

been used in the robbery, and this was the principal evidence used against the
two men. Guilty verdicts were returned for both men on countsobbery

and firstdegree murder. dter, the verdict was changdyy the judge to only
robbery for Vanzetti because evidence related to him had been tampered with

by the jury.

Almost one year lategn the 3% of May, 1921the trial for the Braintree
robbery and murders was heldfték a severweek trial,on the 14 of July,
1921, both men were convicteof robbely and firstdegree murder At the
time, first-degree murder was punishable by death. Followindirstetrial,
there were protests by Anarchists in cities as far away as Paris, and for the
nextsix yearsas the men awaited their final sentencimgnbings and assas-
sination attempts occurred regulaifymany place. Onebombing, in New
York City, killed thirty-eight people and wounded one hundred tHiotyr.
Sacco and Vanzettiere sentenced on thé& 8f April, 1927 to die in the
electric chair. Following a review of their case by a specdtaleemember
advisorypanel appointed by the Governor of Massachusettgprised of the
President of Harvard University, the President of MIT and a judgeé,a
finding that no new evidence had been found that could be used to overturn
their convictionsSacco and Vanzettiave executed in the electric chair at
Charlestown State Prison on the2# August, 1927.

Wi

Before he died, Bartolomeo Vanzetti said this to a journdlidt: f it had

not been for this thing, | might have lived out my life talking at street corners
to scorning men. | might have died, unmarked, unknown, a failure. Now we
are not a failure. This is our career and our triumph. Never in our full life
can we hopé¢o do such work for tolerance, justice, for man's understanding
of man, as now we do by accident. Our weralgr lives- our pains- nothing!

The taking of our liveslives of a good shoemakand a poor fish peddler

alll That last moment belongtous hat agony i s our tri

Between the convictions of Sacco and Vanzetti and their executions,
much had happened in Italy that affected the views of both Italians in Italy
and in America about the guilt or innocence of the mérhen they were

convicted, Italy was still a parliamentary monarchy with an elected Prime
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Minister and a King. lvanoe Bonomi, and Italian Reformist Socialist, had

become the Prime Minister on th& df July, 1921 Bonomi 6s gover
and that of Luigi Facta, the Liberal Union Prime Minister who replaced him

in early 1922, did nothing of substance to help the two Itahia@ricans.
WhenMussolinibecame Prime Ministehe declared thathe mernwere in-

nocent andaid that thewere convicted of the crime because they Viate

ian anarchists, but he did not intervene in their case nor pefiitidaniency.

On the 24 of June, 1924, Amerigo Dumini, an American born to Italian
parents, headed the group who kidnapped and then killed Giacomo Matteotti,
the leader of the Italian Socialists. Earlier in that moktatteottihad de-
clared in a speech in the Italian Parliament that the Fascists had committed
fraud in the recent elections and used violence to gain votes. Dumini was
sixteen when he left America to join the Fascist movement. After the killing,
he was tried andonvicted and given a fivgear prisonérm. He served only
eleven months, spending the rest of his life either in jail or living on pensions
provided by Italian government.

On the 3 of January, 1925pllowing the most recent election in which
the Fascists won the majority of seats, Mussolini appointed hith&aite,
OrheLeadedof Italy, declaring himself a dictator. At the end of 1926, only
the Fascist party was allowed and all of the opposition newspapers were
closed. Mussolini had the Italian constitution changed so that he and the King
were the two political heads of state. It waled adiarchy:.

During the next two years he was the object of assassination attempts by
asundry group of wouldbe killers. On the "7 of April, 1926,he survived a
first assassination attempt by Violet Gibson, an Irish woman and daughter of
Lord Ashbourne, who was deported after her ariidst. most notorious as-
sassination attempt was carried out by Gino Lucetti on thefil3eptember,
1926. He was an Italian war veteran from World War | who had emigrated
to France, became an Anarchist and decided it was his fate to rid the world
of Il Duce. He threw a bomb at Mussoliniés
in Rome. The bomb did not detonate. Lucetbsvarrested, tried and con-
victed to thirty yearsn prison. Onthe 315 of October]1 926, fifteen-yearold
Anteo Zamboniwho claimed he was an Anarchisttempted to shoot Mus-
solini in BolognaHe was lynched by thequadristi His fathemndaunt were

sentenced to prison for having influenced the boy.
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Onthe 9" of Novembey 1926, the Fascist governmeteclared the im-
position ofemergency powers which resulted in the asrekantiFascists
including @mmunistleaderAntonio Gramsci. After this, all serious oppo-
sition to the Fascist reginmdsintegrated Then, n 1927, Mussolini ordered
antiemigration policies with the aim stoppingthe flow ofltalians leaving

the country.

In 1928, the Fascist Grand Council was set up and it had to be consulted

on all issues regarding the constitution.
b

I walked into the kitchen where Pa and Zio Vincenzo were amjalyie
voice of Enrico Caruswhile smoking their evening cigarand| sat down
with them at the table

AWhat do you t hguypskZimaskediRaholtingesae t wo
copy of thelL PROGRESsofrom the day before. On the front pagkthe
newspapewas a photo of Sacco and Vanzetti who had been executed at mid-
night.

AfFor what itos wort h, Vincenzo, | tr
with thosepeoplewho want to blow everything and everybody up, they

woul dngothawmet hemsel ves arrested. 0

fi | agrdaehey Ilwerendét mixed up with th
crimes they died for last night, they wouldhea been dead a | ong
Paconti nued, ATheyb6re trying to make

whatever they ard=ascis$? Socialiss? Communist? 0

AAnarsciisntZeor j @ lc andehechistigive a talk a couple
of years aga-He came to Scranton and | mido listen to him. He was talking
about America like it was ltaly, saying we should shoot all the land owners
and politicians and blow up all the government buildings. He was bragging
about how his friend, Gaetano Bresci, assassinated King Umberto. Some-

body threw a tomato at him and hit him right in the face. Then all hell broke

|l oose. I got out of there as fast as |

nl tell my two boys that if | find c
groups, whet her i1ités the ones fightin
sters | 611 turn them i ntPa, andhegdurnedtd mec e my s

with that look he used when | should understand there was nothing to add and
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no questions to ask wassixteen nowand | did have my own ideas about
things. When Pa and Ma were finished readinBROGRESsd would pick

it up and read the words silently so | could do the translation in my head. |
understood that the newspaper was promoting Mussolini and that there were
groups like the Socialists and Anarchists who were against him and trying to
assassinateiin. But Pa never asked me for my opinion. Would it be like
getting a full glass of wine, that when | am older, Pa will think my ideas are

worth | istening to? I wasndét sure.

i We both have a Zorrgd ® offein explamdtien, 0 s a i
for the actions of some of their countrymé@na msisoon as we came over
herewe could start our ownusinessesMany of ourpaisanidi dndét have t
advantage. They came over expecting to find a job and a better life and they
got the same shit thrown in their fadike back in Italia. | think they join
these groups out of frustration and anger. Then | thinke of thenhad these
ideas before they c amevorboutetney braughd when
them out. You know the old sayimd Col or o che attraversan

biano il luogo in cui vivono, ma non il luogo in cui vive la loro anibna.

I made the translatiohose who cross the sea change the place where
they live, but not th place where their soul lives

il can tell you, VincenzdeclaredRyg s oul
unwilling to give any ground on thisissieand when | die, it
to the place in heaven or hell where they put Americarfs. i t 6s hel | ,

they put me with the atheists because they have the mast fun.

Then they both | aughed. I wasndt st
at as well, so | just looked down at my sketchbdakas working on a portrait
of the Mayor of New York, Jimmy John WalkaNhen | finished it | planned

to send it to him.
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Figure 5: Larry and Frankie in the back yard of 135 South Seventh Avenue.
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Figure 6: This is theviewin the 1920s and 193@som the back of 135 South Seventh Avenue to the Central Railroad
of New Jersey Tracks, Lackawanna River, the Gas House and DL&W Locomotive Shops
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0 THE 28" OFAPRIL, 19280

FILOMENA AND | werein the cloakroonputting onour coats and getting
ready to leave the Friday evening dance at Scranton Technical High School
whenwe heard the explosion.was a junior and she was a freshmBgannie
had worked hard to convince Ma to convince Pa to let her come to the dance
with me. She had been on her feet all evening since the time we came into
the gym where the dances were held. Everyone wanted to dance with her.
It was11.30 p.m., alreadyuchlater than we had planned to leav8uddenly,

I could feel the building shaking. At first, there was a deadly silence, then
screams. 't wasndét an explosion in tfF
Everyone rushed out of tiggm as quickly as they couldVeheard the wail-

ing of sirens from fire trucks, ambulances and police cars, all with their dis-

tinct tones and pitchedVe were swept along with the crowd down East Gib-

son Street to Wyoming Avenue. Whes turned the cornewe could see

smoke rising in the area around the wholesale block.
iMaybe the Gas House has bl own up, O
iDon6t be crazy, o yelled another. AT

The crowd split into two, one along each side of Wyoming Aveide.
crossed over to the north sidé&/henwe reached Mulberry Streete could
see the smoke and flames more clearly and they were rising higher. The
crowd had to stop to wait for the last of the fire trucks from the central fire
house at City Hall to pass through the intersectitvie followed thefire
trucksdown Mulberry which turned left olPennAvenue. Whenwe got to
Linden Streetye could see it was closed to traffic and
there were fire trucks in the intersection with Franklin.
But this was not where the explosion had occurred.
AThere must havee beaddaihenrotcher
to Fannie The crowdgot as fa as Spruce Street, but
then it camdo astop. Police barriers had already been

set up.

Within minutes the news of what had happened spread
from the policemen at the bar

Fasci st newspaperds headquart

was the message. The ItaliAmericans in the crowd knew that the Fascist
newspaper walsA VOCEITALIANA ,wh i ¢ h TAelaanAN VOICED .
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i He$end & turned to see one aohy classmates, Johy Connors

iYoua@oombah r i ght ? Whatodés the beef agair

| heardPa& s v amy lead tellimgmethat if anyone callethea 6 d ag o 6

or a Oguioneaéd O6god6wmbp bIGholldignaeittZibi s
Nicola had told his boysomething differentto size up the situation and fig-
ure out what the chances were for winning a fight, and then decide whether

to throw the first punchPasaids houl d not cal l an |

O6mi cké6 or use any other slurs. The

were his customersie saidand they could atays take their business else-

where.
fiLet 6s go Hamme ,AdMau raghedd Pa wi | | be

D o n 6ow, JehnnyMy family reads the Irish newspaper t he one

printedright over there MaybeTHE TIMES did it to get rid of a competitor.

Johmy Connorswas the only one in the crowd who was not amused by
my comeback. The major newspaper in town Wiase SCRANTON TIMES,
andwe were standing right in front of itThe building was less than a year
old. Everyone knew that its owner, Edward J. Lynett, had his roots in Ireland,
specifically County Sligo.

Fannieand | turned and leftLackawanna Avenue was closed, which
meant thatve had to backrack toMulberry Street and then walk along Mif-
flin Avenue to the Linden Street Bridge in order to get howe.pushed
through the crowds. Along the waye heard that the earlier fire was in the
school on Franklin StreetWe walked hurriedly across the bridge to North
SeventhAvenuewhere thee. ROBINSONG SONSOBREWERY building loomed

on the cornerl looked atmy watch. It was 12.30amfi We 6 r e goi ng

a | icking whe nFanne Weerdssed LackavannasAvaenuke

and ran past the mills and under the rail viaditte could sedPawaiting

r

t

6 mi c

i s

Wo I

h a

t o

outside the shop as soonasc ame t o Fl anneryds Taver:

Scranton Streethe burning ash from his cigar shining like a little red beacon
in a lighthouse He huggedisboth whenve reached himMaybe the licking

would come later.

AYour mot her has been worried sick.

and flames from the back yard. Do

Somebody blew upa VocEITALIANAO S of fi ce on Frankl
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Al't was awfRadnie FPaNed wadaded omi ng
the dance when we heard the explosion. All the streets around
the place were closed and we had to use the Linden Street Bridge
to get home. 0

Ma, Vee, Rosie anBrankywere sitting at the kitchen table
whenwe came in. They all rose up at once and surrounded

Mabs eyes were red from crying.

AfWe | dtwoyg@gw to the dance and |

saidMa. AfiThat 6s the | ast ti me. O

Ma , it w a s mriebodydegided th settlé & scoreS

with the Fascist newspaper
ASo thatoés whatveeit was! o0 excl ai
AWhat 6s a FRalgjingotefitly). a s k e d

AWedbl |l talk about PahifisNotwo mosrerr oyw
body go to bed. Ités | ate and |

morning. o

| sat at the top of the stairs waiting for everyone else to use
the bathroom. | could hear Ma and Pa talking.

AiDi dndt you trigalelvasmthe shdpaskingvi t o S
you to buy an advertisement in ¢t}

Ail't was two weeks ago. I told h
it. The real reason was that if | bought an advertisement it would
be |Iike | was supporting Mussol i/
He said he could offer the space on credit and | could payah s
install ments. Il told him I didnot
threatened me and said if | knew what was good for me and my
family | shouldndét | ook Ilike | wa
were Americans, not Italians. Then he got real madlaott
him he should | eave. We talked ab
ing on Monday, and everyone said

ADi d anyone pay?o0

No. O

=1}
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ADo you think this has anything to d

i N ®ietro Forgions ai d he thinks it has every
been going on ittalia for the last couple of years in Sicily with Movile all
agreed. 0

AYou pay the otoher ones, dondt you?

fiNot so much. Th etiynésrl fx a pair af shmeda-b | e . So

yway, i f [ donét pay, we wake up one
trucks outsi de, and thatoés i f weodre |1
iltés gotten worse since Mussolini d

Mori did a good jolby getting rid of most of thepbut we are paying the

priced
AThe radwl d hawi m came over here. o
I imagined that they both smiled at
iThe police should do askedivat hi ng. Wh

ATheyor e | us tusltaians $h@oing §t eachoother ethe
crookstaking our savings so we stay po®hepoliticiansget paid off, too.
It be different when our kids grow ufy

I hope PAMhétsvere tihheg thoing with a Fascist newspaper in
Scranton? Who needs to read about what the politicians are doing t Italy
| s it énbugh thatL PROGRESSds read by most of the Italiasmerican®
I dondt find anything in thaludiewspap
care about what the government of Italy wants me to know? And what right
do they have to ask for money? If the government in Italy is doing such a
good job, why canét they afford to pa
take money because theyearooks. Maybe the Italian government is a
bunch of crooks as wel | . That 6s not v
one seems to think d&solini is a swell guy and a great leadérh at 6 s what
it says inlL PROGRESSOPa doesné6ét think so and nei
t hey can do whatever they want over tt

here.
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LA VOCEITALIANA was part of Fascist Italy's propaganda apparésis.
editor, Philip Bocchini, was the leader of the Fascist League of North Amer-
ica. Vito Strivale, its advertising manager, was the head of Lackawanna

Countyods Fascist Party. Vito Bianco,

the leader of Mussolini Foes in Northeastern Pennsylvanilaike similar
newspapers printed everywhere there was an Italian coitynn America
Canada, Australia, Argentidaanywhere, it was used to delivikrDuce's
message, both t@all people with an Italian heritagand to the governments

of the countries where they were living.t al yé6s message to
that Italy was a strong country, politically, militarily and economically, and

it would be well to treat Italy as an equal partner in all matfEhe message

to Italians outside of Italywas thatn spite of the fact that they had left their
homeland, and even if they had become citizens of their adopted country,
they were still Italians first. At thmost extreme, Fascist leaders in America
tried to persuade ItaliaAmericans to abandon their loyalties to the United
Statemnd acti vely godifca imitiatvesMus sol i ni 6s

Not everyone appreciated this view, even those who may have had sym-
pathetic and nostalgic feelings about Italy or the region where they had lived.
Parents of boys who had been born in Italy, or who were born elsewhere but
had their births registered iraly, did not especially like to see a letter arriv-
ing around the time of their sons?o
Italian Army. Perhaps, a distraught father, who was an expert coal miner and
specialist in dynamiting planted the explosiveshatltA VOCE ITALIANA .
Anarchists and Socialists were dedicated opponents to everything that Fas-
cism stood for.Although they were not named specifically as the culprits at
the time, thg were the prime suspects and ittglicationwas clear thabne
of them had beethe doer of the deed

There was another, ap@rhapsamore likely candidate, a group that had
definite reasons to hold a grudge against the Italian dictator or anyone who
supported him. If there were suspicions about them being involved in the
bombing, those who held them remained silémhile the Fascists did not
live by the code oOmert3 they understood it and knew what it implied for
members of th€osa Nostrathose who had sworn an oath of silence,-non

cooperation with authorities and norierference in the illegal dons of oth-
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ers. Thdeaders oA VocEwould take their revenge themselhaswho-
ever they found to be the culprits. They would ddrsdue time without

involving police.

The Cosa Nostraor Mafia, were blamedby each successivealian gov-
ernment followingRisorgimentdor preventing the full integration into the
new country of the areas in southern ltaly, in what had been the Kingdom of
Naplesand then the Kingdom of the Two SiciliesSSicilia was foremost
among these areas, but there was lagde resistance to the government in
Campagna, Basilicata, Calabria, Puglia and Molise.|dm#owners in these
areas saw few if any benefits returning to the region for the theggaid,
and their bitterness only escalated following The Great War in which their
laborerswere forcedo fight andbe slaughtered.For them, Mussolini was

just another leader of a hated government, nothing more.

In May of 1924, before he had taken full dictatorial powers, Mussolini
made a tour of th8icilia and passed through a town called Piana dei Greci.
The town had been founded in the lat& &&ntury by a large group of Alba-
nians who were fleeing from the Ottoman invasion and conquestenf
country. The wordsreci, meaningiGreeldderives from their Greek Ortho-
dox Christian faith. Everyone in the town spoke Albanian. ltalian was a
second language for those who were able to study. The mayor of e tow
was Francesco Cuccia. He was also the Siciliafidvboss, known aSon
Ciccio. As the story is told, he was apparently surprisedihaisolini was
not awar@odoefd6 O6sTihnece he all owed hi msel f
police escort. He told Duce that in his town all of his guests were under
his protection. It is said that Mussolini did not appreciate being told how he
should conduct himself, and expressed thi®tm Ciccioin no uncertain
terms. Don Ciccionaturally took offense at this publwmmiliation. His re-
venge was to keep all of the citizens

cept a ragag group of a few dozen.

Revenge is a twedged sword. Mussolini had been humiliabed he
controlled an apparatus that would prove to be at least the edju@lQitilian
Mafia. His immediate action was to have Cuccia arrested and imprisoned,
where he diedAs soon as Mussolini eliminated all constitutional restrictions
to his power, signaled by his speech to the Italian Parliament ori‘tb 3
January, 1925, he set in motion his war on the Mafiégi Federzoni, the

Minister of the Interior, knew just the man to lead thepaign:Prefetto di
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Ferroo t he 0 I, Casare PAmodvioreMolti Was born in Lombardia

and studied at the military academy in Torimobecome an officer in the
military, but he joined the police insteadis first assignment was in Ra-
venna. He moved to Castelvetrano in Trapani, Sicilia, where he made his
reputation by capturing a notorious bandit named Paolo Grisalfi before re-
turning to Firenze in 1915. Heas deployed to Sicilia after theawas part of

a special force to combat the criminal gangs that were stremegthsy re-
turning war veterans who had no way of making a living because of the dire

economic situation.

Mori was thePrefect of Bologna when the Fasd@guadrismdoegan their
brutal attacks on opponentde voiced his opposition to their very existence,
and was removed from his position for his efforts. He had officially retired
from active service when Luigi Federzoni requested that he return to Sicilia
and once again become tReefect of Trapani. He joined the Fastcparty,
and the following yealMussolini made him ffect of Palermo with special
powers over the entire island with the mission of eradicating the Mafia. Mus-

solini wrote to Mori in a telegram:

iYour Excellency has carte bl anche,
solutely, | repeat absolutely, be-established in Sicilia. If the laws still in
force hinder you, this will be no prol

Mori approached this assignment with the vigor of a missionary and the
fierceness of a crusader, determined to convert those who would renounce
060The Code6, and kHelfdrmeadnlarmydoroprisecbofi | d n o
local policemen, militiamen and members of the national police force called
carabinieri. Their methods were ruthless.
hostage, their properties were confiscated and their livestock publicly slaugh-
tered in order to convincerceshwWhmant o gi v
they did, they were beaten and tortured to obtain confessMmsr i 6 s | ong
experience with hovi,a Cosa Nostravorked led him to understand that it
succeeded in disintermediating the public authorities, consistently showing
that only theMafia could help normal citizens to obtain what was rightfully
theirsby allowing theMafia to conduct business on their behalf with the au-
thorities Mori and his men determined that in order to breakMhéa they
had to break the bond between khafia and he people. Their most effective

tool was to humiliate the criminals. It worked.

56



Those members of the Mafia who saw what was coming left before it got
started. Giuseppe Carlo Bonanno was one of them. He had the nickname
6Joe Bananas®6 and became Don Peppino
family in America. He had lived in the Wilmsburg section of Brooklyn
from the age of three until he was thirteen, from 1908 until 1918, when he
returned to his hometown of Castellammare del Golfo on Sicilia. In 1924, he

and a number of other Castellammarese Mafiosi fled to America.

Mori had enemies within the party. Two of them were Alfredo Cucco,
the leader of the Fascists in Palermo, and General Antonio Di Giorgio, the
military commander on the island of Sicilia. Defeating tHmname an ob-
session. He accused them of Mafia connections, and theycaevicted,
even though evidence against them was very thin. It started to become clear
that any further actions against the Mafia would simply reinforce the belief
that the Mafia was too strong to be defeated. Mussolini wantaemltalieve
that his efforts to eliminate it had been completely successful, and to do that
he needed to end Morio6s initiatives.
June 1929. He was recalled to Rome and made a Senator by Mussolini. He
did not defeattte Mafia, but he severely curbed their activities. Without the
Mafiabdbs thumb on all financial activit
dramatically during the 1930s.

Cesare Primo Mori

22 dicembre 1871 - 5 luglio 1942

‘Le Stato assera da un tentativo Si repreasione
<00, quelio del Prc‘ctto Mon, alle dichiarazsoni
rassicurantt dei procuraton scncral- che INIURUrANO
gl anni giudizian® Giovanni [Falcone
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0 THE11™oOFAUGUST, 19290

| WAS STRETCHING MYneck tolook out of thetrainc ar 6 s ovérnd ow
the steep embankment atholwn to Roaring Brook a few hundred feet below.
Great clouds of dark ggesmoke belching from the locomotive dpilowing
past the windowscombined with the pounding rgimade seeing difficult
butl wasdetermined Therewasa memory down theffler me Pa and vere
on our way to Brooklyn. Our family had made thigourneyfrom Scranton
many times befort visit Zio Nicola and Zia Pasqualina and thiaimily and
Zia Assunta and Zio Patsy. They allddon Franklin Avenueand therthey
moved toBedford Avenue. Butistrip was specialPa and | were going to
visit Pratt Institute and see if | could become a student.there

It wasSundaythe 11" of August 1929. As we sat down in our sed@s.
saidthat itwas just two weeks from the dawaenhehad boarded the steam-
shipltalia in the port of Napolio makethe two-weekcrossing to America.
fiwhenl stepped off the shipt the end of that journegfl those years ago, |
had nothing of value, except the new pair of shbesl made as an apprentice
to SignoreUsiglio. In a wallet strapped tmy body insidemy shirt wasthe
one hundred dollarshadgottenfrom Signore Di Sanguen board the ship
to New Yorkin exchame for the Italian Liral had
saved The Lira wereworth less than half of what
had receiveth dollarsfrom the elderly gentlemaris
we hadagreed) placed onéhalf of the money inthe
bank and used theestto makemy way from New
York to Scranton and set apy shoemaking and repair
shop first on Scranton Streethere you were borand

then onSouth Seventh Avenuéowe so much t&i-

gnoreDi Sangue. 0

| had heard this story mangnanytimes before, but his telling it was a
way for him to show his gratitude.
Lombardi, a village in the Irpinia Mountainghich are part of the Apennines
Their families had livedherefor centuries. They could never really say for
certain why they ended up in Scrantdime DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA AND
WESTERNRAILROAD Station from whereve had just departed was nuogre

wheneither of themhadfirst arrived in Scranton. It was opened in 1908.
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fiwhat a lifel havehad during these last thirthree years 6 s .aifod P a
dayl own the buildingwhere we live and | have nghoe repair shopYour
mother and | became citizems 1915, andve bought thabuilding as soon
after that as we couldWe 6 sawng to buy thdéig duplex next doowhere
you andFrankyw i | | Il ive when you grow up.o

Therewerethree families rentinthere nowincludingZio FrankandZia
AnnaPoppoli. Zi o Fr a n kousmaie wéatlienly Italians on the
block. | had not dared to mention my plans to move to California and work

for Walt Disney when | finished art college.

The DL&W train glided slowly up the incline along Roaring Brook and

underneath one of the two smaller side arches in the-dnched Harrison

Avenue Bridge that connects Bwasantond

stilearlymorningWehad attended 1 heSttayéscfyibssC

and had walked to the station in the pouring r&life wereboth soakingvet,

butourseatsverec | ose t o t he passenanégtheheahgonos

from it wasbeginning to have an effedthe train wouldakeusto Hoboken
Terminal wherave would board a ferry to cross thaison River to Man-
hattan. Themvewould take a streetcar across Manhattan, over the Williams-
burg Bridge and into BrooklynWe would change to another streetcar that
runsthe length of Bedford AvenueZio and Ziahad bought a foustorey

brownstone on Bedford Avenue just two blocks away from the apartment they

had rented for many years on Franklin Avend@ Ni col ads paintin

ness was doing well, and he was putting his prafits property just like his
younger brothewas doing in the Belleview section of Scranton wheee

lived. Pa said both oheir friends had told them to buy stock. The stock
market had been rising steadily for several yelnaas a sure bet, they said.

Pa said thathte Sena brothers knew there were no sure bets when it came to
investments.Pa said they had learned that lesson fremturies of Irpinian
earthquakes and wars, and finally the ItalRisorgimentpwhich left their

family in Sant dAngel o dei Lombardi

| graduated fronscrantonTechnical High School in June and wanted to
attend Pratt Institute in Brooklyn to study aNly first applicationwas re-
jected. They sent me a letter tellinge I needed to take more courses that
had not been offered at Tech, dmeded to show more artwork to convince
them thatt would be a worthwhile studenfa thought it was a good idea to

go there and talk with them so | di
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not lead anywherePa was happy that | wanted to go to college, but he wished
| would study to be a doctor or lawyer or an architect like the kids of some of
hi s fri end&wWhadoyo8have tolgate oplege to studyard

Pa, you know heg an artistis the only thind W& beemnterested in doing
sincel was old enough to hold a pencilhereis n 0 t oir m studping
something elseZ i 6 N i idyl aduldligeawith them if | get intdPratt.

fi Y o u 6 Itd findnagols te eargourkeep but | know | will be

making | ots of trips carrying bas

| wonder if Joey would have wanted to go to college. Ma said

he was always sick and then he died just after he turned two. Vee

is alreadyworking as a bokkeeper, and Rosie now has a job in

the bookkeeping departmenttT. Grantson Lackawanna Av-

enue. Fanniei s st i | | in high school, b
going to college, anBrankyhasalready left school and help-

ing Pain the shop Even at the age of thirtedfrankyis able to

work the machines and put on new soles and heetsvhat he

really wantsto dois work with cars

Figure 7: Michele and Giovanna Sena @arly 1910with

their three children at the tim&tanding in front of hefa-

ther is Venzina, born in 190&eated on the arm of Gio-

vannaodos chair i s Rosa, born in 1908, and on Giovannabts | ap
is Giuseppe, born in 1909.

It was still rainingheavily asthe train slowed dowrotstop at Mount
Pocono StationWe had passed through some of the most beautiful country-
side thatl had ever seen, andvas filled withthe same sense of awe every
timelmade t hi s npttha meighe gf the mountaidssor the depth of
the gorgeghat inspiresbut thefeeling that the hills have existed from the
beginning of time. They are qldnd the bulging muscles they must have had
when they were young are now soft and smooth, but they are not withered or
weakened. The Delaware Water Gujith its Indian Profile Rock on Mt.

Tammanystill lay ahead.

The smell of wet wodbaturatedhe air in the car as negpassengers filed
into fill empty seats.Pa had dozed o#hortly after we had made the climb
out of the city The day before, after he had closed the shop in the afternoon,
we had sat togher there for avhile. He said he wasvorrying about one
problem he had witmeliving with his brother and his family
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i Weaisedyou kidsto be Americandirst and thenltalian-Americans.
You should never be ashamed ydur heritage, but it belongso your
mo t h er 0 pastanoydur pageind not youfuture. We speaklitalian to
each other in the house, bue¢ all speak English outsidd haveno interest
in whatis happening in Ital. Whenl leftS a n t é@oAdei gjombardin 1896
| left Italy. It was the same for your mothérhis was also the advice Signore
Di Sanguegave meto embracany new country and forgehe old one |

tookthis advicdt to heart.We 6in &mericaandt hat 6 s whewoe we Wwi
So whatds the probl em, Pa-?

fi Myprotheris very active in ItaliarAmericanactivities, especially the
S a ngélo dei Lombardi Societf East Brooklynand heds been i n
in it from the time that he arrivad 1904with his Pasqualina an@iacomo.
Your uncle considergimself Santangiolesifirst, AvellinesisecondNapole-
tani third and Americarast Nicola and Pasqualindid not consider them-
selvedtalians, at least not until recentljtalians in their eyes were the crim-
inald Garibaldi, Cavour and the Savéidrom the north who conqueredr
country, the Kingdom of Naplesn 1861 and imprisonedur Pope Pius IX,
in 1870. Every year sinc&87Q the ltalianscelebrateSeptember 20 the day
that General Raffaele Cadorna led the Italian army into Rome, bombed the
city, declared it to be the capital of the unified Italy and escorted the Pope
from the Quirinale Palace to the Vaticaithis celebration is a stick in the
eye toNapoletani But now he is talking abouialia like the Kingdom never
existedYour mother and | dondt want you ¢

il Tricolore.o
I dondét think therebdbs any chance of

fiThen there is all this business with the Pope. My sister and-isidtew
are a little toaeligiousfor my taste Assunta should have been a nun. Now
she has gotten Pasqualina to join H&rery dayis a fast dayfor them and
every day thegio tomass togetherThey dressn black all the timelike my

brother and Patsy are already dedldw they thinkll Duceis a hero 0

Wel | , I donot t hi nk Mus lectionsover i s a
thereanymoreThat 6 s what my history teacher

good.

iYour history teacher is right, and
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We left the conversation there, but | could see that Pa was not convinced
that it would be a good idea for me to live in Brooklynvould get a chance
to see all of this for myself since |
for two weeks, until just after Labor Day on tHéaf September.

It was late afternoon wheRa and larrived at Bedford AvenueZia
Pasqualina had kept two plates of food warmuiandwe wereboth hungry
after the long trip.The big kitchen in the basement was always welcoming,
and there was never a shortage of food and wineas growing dark when
we finished andclimbed the stairgo the fist floor living room where we
would sit and talk until it was time for bedlVe had a meeting arranged with
the admissions officer at Pratt tomorrow, and tReiwould takethe train
home to ScrantonWhenwe were all seatedia Pasqualinapened the con-

versation.

iThey should make Ba mAd heaimatn,éd ax sl

freeing the Pope. o0

AiFrom what | have heard about him, t
make for s ai PawithakudhioY orue psleiee dwhat | t ol
saidtomei He6s not only a hero. Now heos

AHe did the r Zighitc dlhd ,ngfi ev erf ftereewgh
years to get around to it.o

AfiThe I talians kept the Pope a prison
cists took ZiaRasqualina. r et ort ed

iThe Pope could go to the Castel Gan
from his |IimprkPasomaedt wbhejekddes it s a

bi ble about the Pope having to have hi

AAl ways with the jZiaRasaqalinaMifidBree Icea,roe fhu
you donot get vy o uThes lRopef needsxte laverhis awnc at e d
country so that the country hebdés in ceé

gion, like the Italians were doiny.

fiMy brother is not going to get excommunicatdd.e 6 s a thei | | ar
Church Leng 0 ZimaNidc ol a, winking at his brot

the priests shake his hand when he walks into Santa @ucia.

Just thenZia Assunta walked throughe door withZio Patsy She was

wearing a black veil over her head. She never wenbbtlteir apartment

62



without her head covered, even if it was just to walk down the stairs from
their apartment on the top floor to visit her brother and his family below. She
kissedPaand then hugged and kisse@. After she toldnehow handsome

| amgetting, she made the sign of the cross three times to ward offahe
occhiq thecevil eyed

AYour brother d Deceaindt at appdddiat d at

Pasqualina
i Oh, hebs a s ackiaAs s uantrai,g hiita,to Ireeatsotr tfe
better keep all of his promises i f he

fi We thaké sure he does, right Nicata? i nt er j ected Patsy.
fiRight, PatsyWe ar e going to adopt him. o
fiwhat do you mean, Bapdzalgdt hi mé6?0 que

ilt was Fat her PactoRatedy.i 6fsAlild ecaf, ot ha
will make him an honorary member. He willthe protector of the Catholic

Churchin America 0

iWedll send | et ttedlimgdhimhoov mbch we appeecidte we e k
all he is doing to make the Cathaolic religion the one that emeryaants to
belong to over hered0 c hiZm&d c o hawe 6 dnd edvdry hi m t |
Catholic will thank himevery day for his support asdy prayers tmake his
government strong:hen theleaders of other countriesspecially the United

Stateswi 'l admire him and | ook up to him
AnAnd then his gangsters wild/l stop be
on doing all the while he has been t al

Pa with a good deal of irony in his voice.
i Mi c h el both@f my aunt& dnison.
AThat s t he bZodatzy. i dea, 0 replied

Wherever there were ltalians in America at this tithere were societies.
Some of the societies were formiadhe early 1900% help the new immi-
grants | earn English along with | earni
selves imo troubleand end up in jail or worse, sent back to Italshese so-

cieties helped them to find jobs as wellhe idea behind these clubs was to
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turn Italian immigrants into American®ne such society was thctor Al-

fieri Literary Societyin Hyde Park, Scrantgmamed after Count Vittorio Al-

fieri, an eighteenth century Italian playiter whose works in praise of liberty

inspired the Italian nationalists. The socieBsstartel in 1908 as th&/ictor

Alfieri Clubby ei ght men, some of : WMichmeh wer e
Cetta, Angelo Martelaro, Pasquale Brishese, William Colangelo, Vito Castel-
grande, Pasquale Cinquegrani, Pasquale Calalmds¢éimcent Russoniello

Most of these men were membersSof . Lucyds Ruaspniekoh as w
had been the architect for the churdihe Society wasat affiliated with the

church, butm theearly daygheyusually had a priest as a chaplain who could

help with the English lessons, since there were few olfesigles priestaho

could speak, read and write in both English and Italian. In 191)ither

Alfieri Club was chartered, officers were elected and bylaws were adopted.

The namavas changed to théictor Alfieri Literary Society When theSo-

cietyf i rst took in members, it was only
who were acceptedA new member had to be recommended for membership

by two current membersAs time went on, married men were accepted for

membership as well.

A seconaype of society watormedto providea place to be buried for
immigrants from Italy who could natr would notbe buried in a Catholic
cemetery, and who did not want to lie beside-hahans. TheCatholic
Churchin Americawould not allow a person to be burieddrtonsecrated
Catholic cemetery unless the person was a member of a parish. Many of the
men who came from ltaly at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of
the twentieth century were asdierical, agnostic or atheistThey warned
nothing to do with the Catholic Chur@hexcept to baptize their children and
marry them when it was time. Ooéthesecemeterysocieties was thRoma
Societyin Plains, Pennsylvania. They purchased land in West Wyoming, on
the other side of the Susquehanna River from Plains, where they founded the

Italian Independent Cemetery.

Another type of Italian society was intendedkieep the spirit of Italy
alive in those who had left. This was {herpose of thélutual Aid Society
of Citizens of Sant 6 Aof BastiBookigreln Italiarit imbaa r d i
Socieé d i Mut uo Soccorso Cittadini di Sar
Brooklyn This was the club to whichio Nicola belonged. According to its

official by-l a ws , it was f oun dvéthltheoparpogewfy u st 1
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educating the members to worship their native land; to protect their rights of
citizenship; to recall the duty of fraternity and national solidarity; to gather

them under the same name, so that they can serve with greater usefulness and
devotion their honmland and the great country that hosts thedrhe bylaws
further state that the Society fihas n
essentially and profoundly Italian, and that the aim of all its public activi-

tiesd in addition to the fundamental arnal mutual aid is to bring honor to

the Society,toltalyando Sant 6 An g el Iocludedinitstharityb ar d i

projects are Adeeds on behalf of the 1

Zio Nicola knew of this society even before he aia Pasqualina and
their infart sonGiacomoleft for America in 1904and he became a member
soon after they arrived. It was his age group that dominated the membership
rolls in 1929 New members were culled principally from the families of
current membersThis was becaushe flow of immigrants from Italy had
slowed appreciably since theginningof the Great Wain July 1914 Dur-
ing 1914, 283,738 Italian immigrangsitered the United States. Oniyli907
had more arrived, two thousand more. In 19 number dropped to
49,688. Beginning in the spring of 1915, Italian passenger ships were tar-
geted by Germanboats, along with the shifilm its other Allied nations.
The United States would not enter the Watil the 8" of April, 1917, but
ships travelling to and from America were being sunk as well by the Germans
nevertheless because American ships w
eventual allies In 1918,immigrationfrom Italy was down to 5,250 and in
1919 after The War had ended, but the aftermaths were still being felt, it was
a merel,884.

It was in 19D that the United States began to prepare to restrict immigra-
tion. High postwar unemployment and growing resentment toward immi-
grants who were changing the cultural complexion of America put pressure
on politicians to take actio®n the 19" of May, 1921, President Warrea.
Harding signed theirkt EmergencyQuota Lawthat restricted immigrants
coming to America from any country to not more than three percent of the
number of people from that country living in America in 19Tbe lawwas
mearn to favor the early immigrants from Great Britain and nortHeuno-
peancountries, and discriminate against everyone else, inclédamgl espe-
ciallyd Italians. A virtual flood of Italians, over 200,000, managed to enter

the United States that year before the law took effébe Quota Lawwas
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passed just a few days after the Italian election that brought victBig¢oo
Nazionaleand theFascisti Now, as a politician, Mussolini declared that
America was adding further insults after its humiliating treatment of Italy fol-
lowing the War.

After enjoying a taste of the political lifby 1922Mussolini was pre-
pared to take an even larger slice of the governmentalTgie. situation in
the country was bordering on chaos, with riots and strikes organized by the
Socialists and with the government refusing to take firm actionclaimed
that only the Fascists could restore and maintain oi@arthe 24" of Octo-
ber, 1922, at the Fascist Congress in Naples, Mussolini declared before
60,000 people: "Our program is simple: we want to rule ltaljwo days
later he demanded that the Prime Minister, Luigi Facta, resign and turn over
the government to him and the Fascists. Facta attempted to convince the King
to sign a military order to repress the Fascists. Insteadingsent word to
Mussolini in Milan to become the new Prime Minister and form a govern-

ment.

All of these events were dutifully reportedlinPROGRESSQ the Italian
language daily newspapeublished in New York @y starting in 1880.Gen-
eroso Pope had bought it in 1928 from C&#wsottj its founder.It wasread
by the Italian immigrantsvho could readlike brothersMichele and Nicola
Sena The picture that was being paintedlduce wasof a herothe savior
of Italy. The American newspapers als;mgahis praises. ThBew York
Timeswr ot e in November 1923: AMussolini i
thority has many points in common with that of the men who inspired our
own constitutiod J ohn Adams, Hami | t onicaravetd Wa s hi
erans of the First World War praised him as the ultimate patriot. Alvin Ows-
ley, National Commander of the American Legisnai d i n 1923: i
needed, the American Legion stands re
tions and ideals as thHeascistidealt with the destructionists who menaced
It al yéDo n ot Fa$cistiarg ® ttaly wihatthe Amdriean Legion

is to the United States. 0

With the signing of th&ateran Accordin 1929,&Champion of the Cath-
olic Churcldwas added to his credential$le wasbecominga favorite of
those ltalian immigrants who cherished the memory of their homeland and
the Pope. This was not by any meal®or even most of the Italian mém

America at the end of the 192@sut his detractors were less vocal, possibly
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because they feared for reprisals against their relatives who remained behind.
For Nicola and Patsy, what was important was to keep him as a benefactor of
the Churcheven though they were fully aware that his support for Catholi-

cism was both cynical and s&lérving.
b

Ambrogio Damiano Achille Ratti was born on the'®t

May, 1857 andecamePope Pius Xbn the 6th of Eb-

ruary, 1922, t he "Qartithafl i ¢ Ch
Rome! His predecessoBenedictus X\iedon the 22¢

of January of pneumonia at the young age of 67. The

new Popeos p aRma ChristnmtRegno wa s
Christi, 0 The Peace of Christ in t
Ratti was elected dpe on he conclave's fourteenth

ballot, and took thenamePius Xl He explained his

choice of name thuslyius IXwas the pope of his youth

the last Pope of the Papal Statesmd Pius X had

appointed him head of the Vatican Libratyis said that

Gl his first act as popeas to restor¢he traditional public
blessingf r om t he | o g Basdica,trbi et®tbi, whiPhemeans 6 s
"for the city and for the world". This tradition had besmandoned by his
predecessorbecause of théioss of Rome to the Italiastate in 1870.His
gesture is interpreted as an attempapprochement with the government of

Italy.

S On the 1Y of February, 1929, the Holy See and the Fas-
' cists signed theateran Accords As a result of théc-
cords the Vatican, shown to the left in a map from the
Annex to thelLateran Accords became an independent
state, the smallest in the world, with the Pope as its tem-

poral leader, just as he was the spiritual leader of the

worl dés then 450 million Roma

the Vatican State was a tiny fraction of the Papal States, the lands that the

1"G. (Giuseppe) Felici (1839923), fotografo papaleThis means, taken either
by Giuseppe Felici (1832923) himself or (at this age more likely) by his son Al-
berto (18711950).- Francis Aidan Gasquet (184®29), His Holiness Pope Pius
XI: a pen portrait, a small booklet published in London by D. O'Connor
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popes controlled for a thousand years prior to the formation of Italy. Never-

theless, théccordsprovidedthe Churchwith a far better situation than the

one it had endured for the previous six decades. Catholicism would be re-

stored as the national religion of Italy and crucifixes would be returned to the

schools and public buildings'he Churchalso received financial compensa-

tion of around $100 million for the seizures of church property that began in

1860. Most importantly, the Fascists promised thay would stop perse-

cuting priests and membersAtione Cattolicathe Roman Catholic lay as-

sociation in Italy, known as Catholic ActioBecause Italy was still officially

a kingdom, these agreements were between the Holy See and the King of
I'taly. This was a mere formality sinc
dictator in 1925 and had full control
sentatives conducted all of thegotiations, and if Kingittorio Emanuele

Il was kept informed of their progress, it was at the discretidh@dice.

The Italian parliament ratified tHeateran Accorden June 1. Pasqualins
and As s uanstwaré answereda y

Having the Pope as an opponent was n
Pope could give Mussolini something that the new Prime Minister did not
have when he rose to the position of head of the Italian state, namely, leqgiti-
macy. In spite of six decadesaifempts on the part of the Italian government
to secularize the Italian people, they remained predominantly and profoundly
religious, and overwhelmingly Catholic. They listened to their Pope. Aslong
as the Italian government refused to address thecChis s demand t ha
Pope be accepted as both a secular and religious leader, Catholics would con-
tnuetobehathearted <citizens of Italy, no

leader.

There are two ways to eliminate opposition: intimidate them into submis-
sion; or, convert them into ardent supporters. The former has never proved
to be effective in the long term. If you kill the father, the son will live for
revenge. The easiest coutdeaction for Mussolini would have been to fol-
low the practice of his predecessors, which wagrtore the Pope. It seems
he decided at an early stage to take a different course. He would negotiate
with the Pope to rest oaXatetamkhe®@duldr c hé s
use intimidation of the clergy and the Catholic political paetito Popo-
lare Italiano, as his levers in those negotiations. He instructed his Black

Shirts to keep a watchful eye on the priests and Catholic politicians to find
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anyone who spoke out against the Fascists. If the Pope was proving to be
difficult, a priest or politician would be beaten or worsiethe Pope did not
press too hard for concessions, the beatings would stop.

It wasJesuit Father Pietro Tacc¥ienturi, who was the originator of the
negotiations betweethe Churchand the Fascists and who served as the un-
official liaison between Mussolini and tiRope during the period up to the
signing of the Lateran Treaind afterwardsin 1922, Father Venturi began
to serve as a confessor to Mussolini, and Mussolini developed a trusting rela-
tionship, even a friendship with him. The Pope, recognizing this bond be-
tween the two men, chose Venturi to negotiate the purchase of the Palazzo
Chigi, which Venturi had convinced Mussolini to donatéht® Churchas a
sign of good will. It was from these successful negotiations that the idea for
a reconciliation betweeltaly andthe Churcharose, and Father Venturi was

the logical person to manage the delicate discussions.
b

When Mussolini and his Fascists took control of the government in 1922
and began to have c¢ont aZiatPasqualinatahd t he P
Zia Assunta dared to become optimistic. Through the past six years of meet-
ings, of progress and retrenchment, of hopes and then dashed hopes, all re-
ported from the pulpit of their church, they continued to priia did not
share this religious fervor with her sister and sistdaw, and this was an-

other worry forPawith mebecoming partoE i o N ihousehtéh 6 s

fiFat her Patricelli has already writt
Yor k, dio Bati dy . AWe got a nice |l etter b

down to the Ambassador in Washington.

AfiHow can he refuse our ofddiodNicolaa o make
inAll we asked him for is a signed phot
iHi s autograph is probakal yiMaoyheé e |
will expect a commission on every pri.

AAl ways with the jAsskmadfiAl Maghbelwe tdh ¢

jokes. 0

The next day, Pa and | walked the few blocks to Pratt Instiuvie.had
a nice talk with the registrar, and he repeated what had been in the letter they

had sent. Pa asked him if | took the courses and got good grades, and if |
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showed talent in the art | divhether | could be guaranteed a place. The

registrar answered that the chances were very goolebatld not give any

guarantees. It would depend on the number of applicants they had and the
qualifications of the other studentse said That seemed to be good enough

for Pa. We thanked the registrar for his time amadked back to Bedford

Avenue. Pa said his godnyes to everyone. When he kissed me goyel
hegavemefive-d ol | ar bill and one of his war|
a lettefi®ephgouai deturn ticket saf e,
Zi a any Theahenretragedisjaurney back tdHobokenand boarded

the afternoon train to Scranton.

August 28, 1929
Dear Ma and Pa,

Well, | have been here in Brooklyn now for almost four weeks and | am
beginning to get the hang of thingsknow Zio is your brother, Pa, and Zia
is your sister, Ma, but they are very different from both of you. They are
always talking, usually at the same time, and not always about the same thing.
Then Zia wl start to talk to little Mikeyand Zio will start talking td-ranky
or Jimmyand then the girls will start talking to each other. You are both so
quiet and that makes all of us kids quiet too. So, most of the time | just sit
there in the middle of all the noise and laugh when one of them tells a joke.
On Sundays, Zid6Assunta and Zio Patsy
comes home from mass. Zio Patsy is always telling jokes and making every-
onel augh. Wh e n Z Paduaisastart laugheg thereZis nd
stopping them. Cousioucyis sick a lot and stays home freohool Zi 6 As -

sunta asked me to say a rosary every night to help her get better, so | do.

Zi 6Ni gol i s very busy these days. E\
painted, both inside and out. He and Coukinmywork six days a week and
they have hired a few young men as apprentices. They are Santangiolesi, of
course. They joined the Society as soon as they lariienhyis saving his
money so that he can get married. | worked with them this week. Zio said that
if I can paint pictures in many colors | should be able to paint a wall in only
one. | was offered a futime job when | went with Zend Joey to the Society.

One of the members, Alfonso Benvenuto, owns a sign painting business and
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Zio introduced me to him. His shop is on De Kalb, close to Downtown Brook-
lyn, so it would be an easy walk for me. Mr. Benvenuto said he had more work
than he could manage and was thinking of expanding. | thanked him, but said
I would be coming home to Satan.

Cousin Joe said that his high school chemistry teacher works nights at
the adult education center. The center is in the high school. If | wanted to, |
could take chemistry and biology courses there. Pratt said that the chemistry
course was important becaus should know the make of the paints and
inks | would be using as an artist. In biology | will learn about the different
parts of plants and animals and people so | can draw them better. | think |
can draw them pretty well already, but if | need tharse to get into Pratt, |
will take it. 16 Istart with the ongat ICS.

We have been to two games already at
of the Brooklyn Robins, but he says he wishes they would take back the name
6Dodgerso6 that they had when he first
will bring them better luck. Ae field is a fortyfive-minute walk if we go at
Zi obs pace. Zi o and Zia are not as in
Caruso died, but | think | will save money and try to hear Titta Ruffo. | have
been practicing my portraits and | have made onkimf. Maybe | can meet
him backstage or outside the door where the performers go in and out and
have him sign itFrankyt h i nskasgood ide@, but he thinks | should sell

them to make money.

When you are in New York, you feel like you are close to everything and
youdre first to hear about what és haprg
about the stock market. | donét even K
know what it was until mgle started talking about it maybe crashing. Zio
says ités only the rich people who wo
but Mr . Benvenuto says that if the ri-c
the workers will lose their jobs. Mr. Benvenstys President Hoover prom-
ised to put fAa chicken in every pot arl
to be hard for him to |live up to that

see how things work out.

At the Society meeting | went to there was a manaahte over from
ltalytotalkabout what i s happening over thert

the societies and telling them how the Fascists are putting everyone to work
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and making everything run better. He said that the people look up to Musso-

lini and trust him to make Italy a great power again. He said we were all
welcome to come back to live in Italy now and there would be jobs for anyone

who wanted to work. He encouejus to donate to a fund for the widows of

sol diers who died in the War. He had c
was selling at a very |l ow price, and
sador to Italy, Richard Child, has a lot of good thingsag about Mussolini

in the first pages of the book. He ¢

political |l eader of Opermanent great ne

After the man from ltaly left, | talked to one of the men who had just ar-
rived a few months ago. He spoke so that no one else could hear him, but he
told a very different story about how all the people are afraid of spies and
how anybody who says somethawpinst the Fascists, or especially about
Mussolini, can be beaten or worse. He said he had gotten into an argument
with a neighbor, who is a loyal Fascist, and he had been threatened by the

Black Shirts. That was the reason he decided to leave for Americ | t 6 s har
to know which story is true.

Well, itds time to get some sl eep no
Your loving son,

Lorenzo
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0 THE29™ OoF OCTOBER 19290

PA WAS SITTINGIi n t he b a Lobie Dabesnewhd lzad taken
over his fathein-l a w arlsershop when the older mpassed away a few
years backwasjust getting started oR a fagrcut and the trimming of his
moustache. It was Tuesdalye 29" of October 1929. Pawas doing what he
did evey four weeks during lunchtimen Tuesday Most of Loui ed:
ers camern on Saturday, but since®as  svéis@gen on Saturday, and we
wereonly afive-minuteslow walk awayf r om Loui egwhichar ber
was situatedalmost at the foot of Scranton Strgetu st up from FIl a
Tavern,we couldget there during the weekiring the lunch brea&nd avoid
the crowdon Saturday Every other Tuesday he had his hair cut by his
brotherin-law, Zio VincenzoRicciardi at his barber shop in the front room
of their home on Railroad Avenue, a few blocks away. This arrangement
solved two problemd$?asupported his familyhile hekept up good relations

in theSouth Seventh Avenuweighborhood.

| was waiting my turn, sitting in one of the comfortable oak and green
leather chairs.After we got home from Brooklyn and | understood what |
needed to do to get acceptedPratt | started to look for a job in town. Rosie
talked to her boss @RrANTOS and asked him i f he nee
paint all the signs in the store. Thigns inGRANTG windowslooked like
they had been made by an amateutrich they were. Her boss was doing
them himsel f. He said he could think
me very much. | went in to meet him and took along samples of the signs |
had made. I could see he was trying
have to pay me more than a bare minimum, but | got the job. He said he
would pay a little extra ifdid the show windows as well. | set up a painting
workshop in a corner of the basement and workedetduring the days and
fixed the show windows on some evenings. The rest of the time | took courses
through the International Correspondence School to make up the credits | was

missing.
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Figure 8: Larry Sena in the show window of W.T. Grant Co. on Lackawanna Avenue, Scranton, PA in 1930.

Bob Hanlon who lived a few houses aw&pm usand liked to come in
to read the paper and smoke a cigasalsosittingin one of the oakhairs,
reading themorning edition of THE SCRANTON REPUBLICAN. Since the
Hanlons were Democrats, it would not do to have the Republican newspaper
delivered to the house, bhir. Hanlonknew thatTHE REPUBLICAN had the

better economy sectiorAll the news was about the stock market crashing.

ADo you own s Mo daklenaskebliwithbualeokiryy dut
from behind the newspaper he was readiRgwas 6 Mi chaél 6 or ¢
but never 0 Midctkadl gfdhe orritalian vhierkire thedneigh-
borhood who weraround his age, and Mr. Sena to all the others.

Al never weRatemleiaedt h@myt maybe itos

with the prices so | ow. o0

il bought some s h,amrAagust wherf teewnarkeb nt h s
peaked 0 said Louie, shaking his head. AN
had spent part of our savings them One of my customedsl wono6t name
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name$® said they were a sure thing hat 6 s what | told her
thing. We Otfiple our money by Christmad,said.They 6r e wort hl es:
Sheds started back at ot he silk mill t

il guess he wond&torbe ®&aswipinggi®right ok e d
index finger across his throat.

il havenot seen him since the stocks
fiJust amobably lodt his sHirdike the rest of.u®

fiT h ey 6 r it Blaak Mondayy 0  Blrahladlonfrom behind his
paper fand it & s gdngto ketvengladkar todayThetpapérs

says people have been jumping out of windows in Manhéattan.
iSomeone is sure to jump off the Har

iltdéds a | bngRway i dgRaBndoreniemberedtizat d

wehad passed under the bridge just a few weeks befarerovay to Brook-
lyn.

nPeople wild.l still need to have the
intonedMr.Hanlon Aso you two businessmen shol
the rough waters that lie ahead8.ut you o6l | probably have

lower your price®

ifiThereds been economic problems ever
America over thPart§yTlye abesstagtoi, e swa o

but then everything went bust right after it was over. It seemed like everyone

was out of work. Do you think it wild@l

il f | had a crystal bMrl Hanlohwitda j oi n t
laugh.i That 6 s what |1 6d do, Il 6d hitch up 1
and Barnum & Bailey Circus the next t

shebang marches dovouthSeventhAvenue 0

AfiMake sure you donét hitch your wag«¢
Loui e. iRemember how much el ephant ms
time they passed through? Thabushkasvere out there first to shovel it up

and put it on their vegetable beds. 0

PaandMr. Hanlonsmiled and nodded\Mr. Hanlonreturned to his read-
ing and Louie continued clippingPaclosed his eyeand | wondered what

he was thinking aboutMaybe it was the stock market. It struck me suddenly
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that if there were bad economic times, | might not be able to keep my job or
to go to Pratt.

b

My letterfrom Brooklynarrived after | got home. Ma thanked me for
writing, andPa said that$houldstop wasting time on reading about Itahd
Mussolini and concentrate any studes andwvork. Pa said thahehad read
in IL PROGRESS@bout young men, sons of immigratike me who had de-
cided to return to Italy because they believed they would have a better future
there under Fasci sm tilhaymuste livihgteeiri c a 6 s
parent s® daieamBa, i par thathaughtvalivethaa | way s
one day thewill return. What else could be the reason for leaving America
to return to the countrthat so many had lef?

| could see that a shiver wetitroughPa. Maybe havaswondering
whetherl could be affected by this sort of thinking while being exposed to so
many different types of peopia New York | was going to have to work
hard to convince him that wasnodét the
With bad economic times coming, | was
to help me financially if | did get to go to school. | carefully hid my copy of
Mussolinids autobiography and spent al
ing the days, drawing porits, attendingcourses at night school and doing

my homework for the courses.

HerbertHoover carried forty out of the forgight statesn 1928 The
only northern states that voted for Smith were Massachusetts and Rhode Is-
l and, and he didndét evenBuhooverwashi s ow
an unlucky president. Whoever was in office in October, 1929 was going to
be given the blame for what was going to happen, not just in America but in
most of the worl d. After WWI, the Uni
economic pwer, and when its economy stumbled, as it did folimvihe
stock market crash, the economies of most countries would be affelcied.
ver had been in charge of the relief efforts in Europe following the War. He
oversaw the distribution of food and clothingth® people of Europ@ho
were displaced by the tragedy tHatropean leaderkad brought about
American citizens wonderethy the president could give food and shelter to

foreigners bunotto the poor and homeless his own countryeft destitute
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by The Great DepressiorTheir collective disappointment would cost him
the Presidencwgfter just one term

In the 1932 election, when America was in the deepest depths of the Great
Depression, Hoover lost to the Governor of New York, Franklin Delano Roo-
seveld known as FDR a fifth cousinto former Republican presidehhe-
odor e Roosevel t, whose ni ece, .El eanol
Everyone was suffering from the Depression, and everyone felt that some-
thing more drastic had to be done than simply waiting for the wound to heal
itself, as it seemed President Hoover and his administratoadsing. By
the time of the election, nearly thirty percent of the American workforce was
unemployedandstocks were worth only abotwenty percent of their value

in the summer of 1929.

While America and its president were suffering through the Great De-
pression, Italy andl Duce werebeing praised for doingn admirablgob to
strengthen the Italian economy and the welfare of its citizenblay 1932,
Fortune Magazinewrote:fil n t he worl d depression, r
tal wandering and uncertainty, Mussolini remains direct. He presents, too,
the virtue of force and centralized government acting without conflict for the

whole of the nation at once. 0

Roosevelt took over the presidency of the United Statéddarch 1933
He began immediately to set in motion the forces of his New Deal for Amer-
ica, whichFortune Magazinein July of the previous year had compared to
Fascist I|Ital idhes Coirplormalei Sitag e is t
New Deal i s it stabed Rral this was méant to de a compliment
to Roosevelt. The President wrote about Mussolini to an American envoy in
Italy thathewagsi é much i nterested andhetlasepl y i
accomplished and by his evidenced honest purpose of restoring ltaly and
seeking to prevent dlewrete asfdw weeksrlabep e an t |

Al dondédt mind telling you in confidenc

with the admirable Italian gentl eman.

So, in spite of therutalmethods he used to take and keep absolute power
over the pople of Italy, he was praised in the press, glorified by the Catholic
Church and lionized by noteworthy people in America, including the presi-
dent himself. What were the sons and daughters of Italian immigrants to

think? Their parents told them that yhead left Italy because life there was
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not worth living, or they had left so that they did not have to die in a useless
war. Would Italy now be worth dying for if there was a war, or is life now
worth living in a country where all control resides with one simqanan

man?
b

Pa said thathe price Italian peoplm Italy were paying for the glory of
Il Ducewas too high. He would rather be able to vote in a free eleeti@h
he wished that Italians should be able to do so as wéd had voted for
Her bert Hoover in 1928 against the D¢
friends told him to vote for Smith because his father was half Italian. His
father had just translated his Italian narkerraro, which means 066¢C
smitho, to the English word, 6 mit ho.
with an English name really qualified someone to receive his vote. Hoover
was a good man and a competent administrator, most everyone said. Pa had
voted for the Republican candidates in the two previous elections as well, in
1920 for Warren Harding arid 1924 for Calvin Coolidge.

In the 1932 election, for the first time, Pa voted for the Democratic can-
didate. He knew nothing about FDR as a person, just as he had known noth-
ing about Hoover or Coolidge or Harding when he voted for them. His vote
was cast for the person whom thossumd him, like Louie Daverne and Bob
Hanlon, and his customers and hisaembers in the Holy Name Society in
St . Lucyds Church, sai d fwaul d Ikte dtihden 6
that Generoso Pope was writing a lot of positive thingh iRROGRESSO

about Roosevelt eithelt.was no more complicated than that.

I sent President Roosevelt a portrai
letter back like the one | got from President Coolidge, even though I think the
one | did of him was better than the one | did of President Coolidge. | guess

he was very busy ith all the problems he had

b
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0 THE19™ OFOCTOBER 19310

ON THE MORNINGoOf the thirdMonday in every monthhe ItaliarAmer-
ican shoemakers in Scrantoretat different clubsn the cityto talk about
their businesses and anything else that interested them. Their shops were
closed @ Monday mornings. They neededgmto places where they could
buy the materials theysed in their work andthey neededo take care of
thosethings they could not do before they opened theipsithe mornings
and closedhem in the evenings on tls& days that customers could come
in, including Saturdays Naturally,they could not work on Sundays, even if
they did not themselves attend ma#swould not look good for their cus-
tomers who did But most of them did attend mad2a said he liked going to
mass on Sundaysecause it gave him time to just sit for an hour and think
about other things than work, anddrgoyedspendingime withus He also

liked going tohis monthly meetings with his friends and fellow shoemakers.

There was Pietro Forgione. He lived in Tripp Park on Farr Street where
he had his shop. He was a member of St. Anthony of Padua Church in Bulls
Head, North Scranton. He had come to America in 1897 from Foggia in the
northern part of Apulia. Thereere also Gaetano Catarirend Giovanni
Falciglia. We wer endt all owed to attend the
them when he came home. Lately, they had been meetingvittbeAlfieri
Literary Soci¢y on Main Street in West Sidéde said they sat arad a table
that was usually covered with wine glasses where copies of the local
newspapers were spreabiiE SCRANTON TIMES, THE SCRANTONIAN and
THE SCRANTONREPUBLICAN. A c o py o fiL PR®GRESE@VasGhere
as well. limagined the scene today, th® @®October, 1931. Somewhere
on each newspaperds cover page woul d
happened on Saturday. Al Capone, one
gangsters, had been convicted in a federal court in Chicago of income tax

evasion.He was going to jail, probably for a long time.

| had been living with Zio Nicola and his family since just after Labor
Day. | needed one more coursegine mi st r vy, and they didi
ICS in Scranton. Joey brought me to his teacher and the next day | had started
night classes. During the day | was working wiith Benvenutolt wasnow
di nner ti me, and at Zi o Nicolabs and
talk.
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irThey got Capone, 0 said Joey after e
and while the large bowl of spaghetti was being passed around.

nl feel sorry f orZaPias gmatl h enra,, TSoene
eight kids turned out alright, but Alphonse was a handful since he was born.

That whole business with the Irish gi:t
iHe had it ZioPBamy nfabtemnidl |l the Kkilld@i
ilt was Al phonse who did the killing

the old man. o
il meant Al phonse had it coming. 0

ilt was the Massacrmmyt hAEHedhddhamgoad

going, but then he messed it up. o

The 6Massacrebd wa s t he Val Bofti neds

February of this year.
iThey got married, didnét they?0d6 add
AWho got married?0 asked Zio Nicol a.

AAl phonse and the Ilrish girl, 0 answe

AAft earortstee ran out of the barn, o0 qui g

AfGabriele was a good barber, o0 said Z
the neighborhood on Park Avenue. Too bad they moved to the other side of
Brookl yn. o

AHe went straighdcouml dadft i yn@mairdshfeqyrad
say he was a bookkeeper. But then he started up again when Torrio set him

up in Chicago. 0
ADid the old man go to Chicago?0 won
Al meant Al phonoe rweerdt etdo ZChi Pags y \

il hear d he hWnbleytFleld andCoreiskeyParkfilled a t
with his lackeys who started cheerimgh e ne v er he came in, O
Frankyi He di d some good things with his

kitchen he opened up?o0

i | read it was openedmmyuisMa ylbef ciree |

t hought the judge would go | ight on hi
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I guess it Zoe@ats§dnd everyorie Jadghed.o k e d

iThe papers made it sound | ike he we
judge, 0 ZoBatsy i i¥ed k Napaelitanaf e family eame
from Castellamare di Stabia, southNapoli. 0

AiPeople 1ike AI Capone give us a ba
around in their expensive suits like they own the place, and you have to be

careful that you don6ét say or do somet

AEddi e Torino says itbés the | aws tha
Mi key. Al f we dPrdbrhGtbihdwen tlhrewsst ipgi dvo

to selll l' iquor. o
fi | told you to stay away from the -
iThose kids are going to wind up in |
il suppose i f it wasndt a crime to s

replied ZS$tupidoAGsunta. i

AfiHow come itdés the |ItalMkaeyws AfThhat ego

mu st be criminals from other countrie:¢

ASiegel and Lansky are no Italians, 0

the I talians who are smart enough to |

Al f he wassidlimmy $éFascistiwquld have killed him by
now along with the otheones who were unlucky enough to get caughe
oneswho could escape are héneAmericafilling theshoes othe ones who

getsenttojalThat 6 s what Berto Spagna says.
AHe should kneasy.0 qui pped Zio

AWher eds L JioeyylLeay was alwagsdso sickly and quiet that

nobody had noticed that she was not at the table.

AShebs not feeling MDoadg O wmsstweeirresd iR

we should call for a doctor . o

With that, te table got very quietZia Pasqualina and Zia Assunta got
up and went upstairs. We continued eatirigthought about what Mr.
Benvenuto said at the shop during the day. We talked about Capone. Mr.
Benvenuto said ©ohabtobe wbhbblayhlkoweat 6 €d
thought they were the real Americans and all the new immigrants were just

scum andhe Negroes were still slavi@e said that the Mayflowers were
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jeal ous of Capone. They werenodot jeal
that s why Hoover si ngHoevdrtold hismew ut . f
Treasury Secretary, Andrew Melloritalians are supposed to be stupid, lazy

and poor. There are people who call themselves scientists who write books
about how Italians are an inferior race, he said. Capone proved them wrong

on all scores. Only the Mayflowers should be successful ata hots of

money. Capone was richer than most of them. He employed thisustin

people who might otherwise be out of work due to the Great Depression. Only

the Mayflowers were supposed to have the privilege of giving away money

to help the needy. Capone made them all look like misers. He was admired

and looked up to as a her@énd to top it all off, he boasted about it. He

flaunted his success and wealth, and really enjoyed the notoriety it gave him.

Thi s di dn 6 tthedoeemikentgofar the big ahot business people,

like Rockefeller Carnegieor the Mellons

AYou can do anything you | ike, 0 sai
the Mayfl owers | ook inferior.o

So Al Capone is a good guy?

i No. Heds no b Mafibsewrh ot Hanv ealolf ft hoet hoetr
hard wor k. They should all be | ocked
showed them that wedre not a bunch of
have to start to make room for us here

Lorenzo,by going to college and getting an educaton.

I wasnét trying to goAmencansweleliustge t o
as smart as otherpeople. saw in grade school and h
matter what your last name was or where your parents or grandparents came
from when it came to getting an A or an F. Some kids had an easier time with
math and others with history or English. Some kiidistheir homework and
studied for the tests and others didn
changed my name, but maybe people would treat nerelifly. Maybe they

would think | was a Mayflowerl wasnoét planning on fin

I wonder how many of the Mayflowers started out as something else and
are just pretending to be in the cliMaybe they changed their name to Smith

like that guy who ran against Hoover

fAAl Smith.You can bet Snithschanging theirmd@mesta ny

Ferraro o
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Or any Mr. Welcomes changing their names to Signore Benvenuto!

AnThatodos funny, Lorenzo. Thatodés a goo
humoranditwilt ake you as far as you want to

Prohibition it was called. Making and selling alcoholic beverages was
made illegal with the Eighteenth Amendment to the ehitStates
Constitution that went into effect on the™df January, 1920The legislation
that enabled this Amendment wag tolstead Act, named after the House
of Representatives Judiciary Chairman Andrew Volstead of Minnesota and
passed on the 2&f October, 1919.The Republicans had a majority in the
House and the law passed in the House with a vote of 287 to 100. President
Wilson, a Democratyetoed it, but it was passed over his vélibe Actstated
t hat fno per son bane,ltransporiaimpoft, @xpdrty r e , s e
deliver, or furnish any intoxicating liquor (defined as beverage
containing more than 0.5% alcohol by volume) except as authorizday
this actd What had been legitimate business before the Act went into effect
became the province of crindts who fought over control of markets where
they could have monopolies over the production, importation, distribution

and sale of alcoholic beverages.

The law did not make it illegal to consume alcohol, andllowed the
production of -RAO0Dogatbobhnhego€ti deonand
the Bureau of I nternal Revenue had th
in mid-1920 to allow home brewing and hoaensumptiorof beverages over

the 0.5% limit, it meant that wireaking® but not bead was now possible.

JohnnyTorrio hadbeen waiting fothe Eighteenth Amendment to come
into effect. Hewas a criminal visionary who saw the greammmercial
opportunitiest held for those who understood its potentiele had moved
to Chicago in 19190 become part ofBig JimbCo |l osi mobés, organi
which managetirothelsandcasino§ or r i o was Col osi moo6s
and when his uncle asked him to help him with extortion demands from a
rival gang, he felt obligated to go to Chicago. Torrio took care of the
extortionists and then decided to stay dde prepared for Prohibition by
purchasing legal breweries in America and making agreements with

Canadian suppliers. He also established the invaluable web of connections
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with Chicago politicians and police that he would need to make himself
untouchableWh en Pr ohi biti on started, Torrio

Since Torrio moved to ChicagGplosimo had divorcedd'r r i 06 s aunt
remarried. Hisiew wife, an actress and singend not an Italiashmerican)
wanted Big Jim to settle down and stay out of the limelight. Torrio realized
that the only way he was going to profit from Prohibition as he had planned
was to eliminate is former uncle. He called in a hit man from Brooklyn,
Frankie Yale, whdilled Colosimo in May, 1920. Torrio took over the gang
and began his bootlegging operation and opeplaces calld 6 speakeasi e

where peoplevould pay a premium tbuy and consume alcohol.

Al Capone was recruited to Chicagobyrrioin 1921 They had known
each other from their Brooklyn days, and Torrio seems to have had a high
regard for his protégé. Capone was initially his enforcer, then he became his
secondin-command. Afteonly five years into Prohibition, Torrio decided
to retire and move to Italy with his wife and his mother. It had been a brutal
five years. Competition among the gangs was fierce, and although Torrio
tried to avoid gang wars, his hand was forced by a,rdbabnO6é Bani o n,
leader of the North Side Gang, who cost him-aatiillion dollars and caused
him to spend a year in jail. When he
Yale had a hand in this rudut as well. North Siders Hymie Weiss, Vincent
Drucci and Bug$/oran, made an attempt at assassinating Torrio with bullets,
billy club and kicks to the body, bsto me how he survi ved. i
decided to call it quits and turn over the gang to Capone.

Capone turned a profitable but modest operation into a colossus. The
gangle i nherited was noOwt thutingpéhdnext The Ch
seven years, he sold drugs, booze qmdstitution to the people of Chicago
who seemed both willing and able to pay for the privilege. He protected
himself from prosecution in Chicago by putting local politicigndgesand
policeman on his payrol,.Chi cagods ¢ Klaeet Fitonforrispo | i c e
summed up t higty percentwhknyipolice: is i the bootleg
b u s i nGaposdried to avoid taking any risks that would put him within
reach of the Federal law enforcement authoritidswvas reportedhat his
operation had earnings $100 million,around the samearningsasStandard
Oil before its breakup in 1911. He could have led the quiet and secretive life
of a righ gangster, but he decided that he would flaunt his wealth and his

fame. He discovered th@urnalists werevery happy to write about him
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because the same people who wereifqia pone s il 1l icit pr
services also bougkteir newspapers.

JamesDoherty, a crime reporter for teHICAGO TRIBUNE wrote that
there was aouble standaravhen it came to Caponé: T hreporters wrote
their stories condemning violence, then went to their speakeasies to drink
theirboot |l eg booze tarryf ReadditytEditar bf ahe t it.o
CHICAGO EVENING AMERICAN, traded positive articles in his newspaper for
lavish vacations. He also coached Capone in how to make himself even more
popular with the people of Chicago by playing up his generousity and playing
down the violence that was an important part of hisdsdb gain market
share. Capone became notorious for inviting the press to his home where he
donned an apron and mesfgaghettandmeatballs for s guests and handed
outexpensive cigars, belts or other giftspparently, Capone had a thing for

expensve belts.

Capone understood that donatoto schools and the Catholitw@ch,
and the operation of soup kitchens, did as much to protect his business as
payoffs to the police and politicians. In the court of public opiniorhdte
thejury on his side. People in Chicago were asked if they were in favor of
Prohibition, and those who were agaiitstutnumbered those who were in
favor by fiveto-one. People just did not believe that drinking alcohol should
be a crime, so they did not view those who sold alcohakiasinals. Al
Capone was a businessmdhwas that simple.The midto-l at e 620s was
time when businessmen were idolized. A book with the Titte Man
Nobody Knows written by Bruce Barton and published in 1925,
sacreligiously portrays Jesus Christ as a salesmaril@ahice who becomes
the founder of modern busineghofi p i dweleedmen from the bottoms of
the ranks of business and forged them into an organizatiocahatiered the

world." It became a bestelleron the norfiction list.

An article in THE SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITERATURE argued that
ifiCapone supplied a huge public demand,

may be placed with Mr. Ford, Mr . Hear s

The NEwW YORK TIMES ar gued t hat Caponebs ndexe
worthy of envyo while others called C

noting that he even had the impeccable looks of a businessman.
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There does not seem to be any hard evidence to prove a connection
bet ween Al Caponeds fame and the stea
arrived in Chicago looking for work with The Ouftfit, but that there was such
a stream is beyond doubt. Being empbbyrea successful criminal gang was
better than being unemployed. Having money to spend was better than being
destitute, especially as an immigrant belonging to a group of immigrants that
were considered the bott ammageitnt he ba

America, so cand,was a logic that was difficult to argue with.

Chicagobs growing reputation as one
bad for business and for the image of the city. Thereforaghé politicians
who were not o nndGatheobnsnéssmem pustimgChpbne
behind bars became priority number oddter Herbert Hoover was elected
President, he charged his Treasury Secretary, Andrew Mellon, with bringing
Al Capone to justice.The Federal government pursued his illegal activities
in two areas: incom&x evasion and violations ofdhibition. Elliot Ness
was chosen to head the operatifnosn a Federal levalinder the National
Prohibition Act, since it was clear to Mellon that there would be no chance to
use local law enforcement authorities. Ness cdeiteliable teaminitially
comprisedof fifty agents, which wasater reduced tdifteen and finally to
justeleven men. They were given the label "The Untouchabkxsause they
were supposedly unbribable. They began to condigd against illegal stills
and brewerigsandwithin six monthsthey hadseized breweries worth over
one nillion dollars. They employedan etensive wiretapping operation as

their main source of information.

Elliot Ness and his team wounded Capone, but it was the Internal
Revenue Service that delivered the deadly shot. It was U.S. Attorney George
E.Q. Johnson and IRS agent Frank Wilson who put the evidence together to
bring Capone to trial and convict himHe was charged with twentwo
counts of income tax evasion and five thousand violations of the Volstead
Act. On the 3% of October, 1931, he was convicted only of five counts of
tax invasion, and he was sentenced to eleven years in prison. He appealed,

but his appeal failed.
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I convinced Zia Pasqualina that making drawings was
not work so | could draw on Sunday afternoosy;

the timel went back formy interview with te Pratt
registrarin early Octoberl had a portfolio full of the
signed charcoal portraitsTheregistrarwas impressed
thata would-be student from Scranton had the gump-
tion to take his artwork backstage to have stars like
Jean Harlow, Martin Downey, Joe E. Brown and Amos

6néd Andy sign them.

ADid any of the actors or

your drawings, Lawrence?0 ask

Not the big starsThe big stars were real nice.
Some of them, like Edward G. Robinson, asked if they

could have the portrait, and | had to explain that | was

- e

«itrying to get into art school and if they signed the draw-
ing it was a way of saying they thought it was good. He said he liked my

spunk.

AThi s one éehas yurdignatiWeawith Scranton, PA under-
neath. The same with Buddy Rogers. Is there a reason for putting your
homet own on them?0 asked the registrar

All the others | didIdharcod ThesetwBr ook | vy
I made when | was at home. | used pen akénd watercolor wash on them.

AThey show good technique, Lawrence,
also done well in your makep courses.Assuming that you get a passing
grade in your chemistry course, you can start onttoé Eebruary, and your
major will bePictorial lllustration. These are not the best economic times,

and | hope you will be able to finishthefeure ar cour se. 0

| hope so, toowhen | graduate, | want to move to Cattifia and work

for Walt Disney.

AThatds a good goal , Lawrence, 0 decl

in your thoughts for motivation to wor
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Edward G. Robinson

He was born Emanuel Goldenberg in Bucl
rest, Romania to a Yiddistpeaking family.
When one of his brothers was attacked by
antiSemitic mob, the family decided to em
grate to America. This was in 1903 when
was ten years old. He grew up on the Lov
East Side of New York. He won a scholarsl}
from the American Academy of Dramatic Art

changed his name to Edward Goldenberg R

inson and began a cardn acting that would |

span sixty years. One of his most famous r¢
was as gangster Caesar Enrico Bdlodn Lit-

tle Caesar in 1931. He was an outspoken cf !

of Fascism and Nazism.

Fi fi D6Or say

She was borrMarie-Rose Angelina Yvonne
Lussier in MontrealShe was a young typis
with the desire to become an actress she
went to New York City After a periodin vau-
deville, shewent to Hollywood,adopted the
surname "D'Orsay" (after a favorite perfum
and began a career in movies, oftast in roles
as anaughty French girl from "gay ParisAlt-
hough she never became a super st@was a
hard worker and appeared alongside stars
Bing Crosby and Buster Crabl#healternated
her appearances in film with continued perfi
mances inNe w Y ovaukedie She and
Helen Kane wre good friends.
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Kate Smith

Katheryn Elizabeth Smith was born in 1907
Greenville, Virginia, close to Washington, D(

Her father owned a newspaper and maga:

distribution company. She started singing at

age of four, never took singing lessons and

the time she was eight sheas entertaining

WWI troops at the Army camps around the [

area. Her parents sent her to George Wash

ton University to study nursing, but she want
to go into show business. Her first Broadw
appearance was in 1926 ltoneymoon Lane
and her musicatareer began in1930 when s|
was signed by Columbia Records. She saic
hersel f, Al ém bi g, i

sing, | sing all oveg"

Joe E. Brown

Joseph Evans Brown started life in Holgal

Ohio in 1891. He was athletic, and joined a ¢ :

cus tumbling act at the age of ten. He play
professional baseball for three yeam@nd
turned down a chance to play with the Y¢

kee® before moving to Vaudeville, hen

Broadway and finally starting in films in 192§

He became a star after appearing in the first
color, alttalking musical comedy, On with th

Show in 1929. By 1931, he had top billing. H| |

most distinct physical feature was his mouth
was said t at he had Oan
mouth smiled. He was

much of himself.
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Amos and Andy

Amos 'n' Andyis the namen American radio
and televisionprogram that is set in Harlen
Manhattan.The original radio shovgtarted in
1928. ltwas created, written and voiced by ty
white actors, Freeman Gosdemnd Charles
Correll. They played a number of differen
characters, including the Amos Jones (Gosd

and Andrew Hogg Brown (Correll).

Raquel Torres

Raquel Torresvasbornin Hermosillo, Mexico
asPaula Marie Ostermaom the 11 of Novem-
ber, 1908 Her mothey whose maiden nam|
was Torresdied while Raquel was very youn
and the family moved to the United Stateker

name change, including adoption of her mo|
er's maiden surname, was done to capitalize
earlyHollywoods penchant for ‘Latimess'Her
career spanned the s
ginning withWhite Shadows in the South Se
in 1928, a silent film shot in TahitiThis film
was MetreGoldwynMay er 6 s f i r
fully synchronized music and effects.
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Jean Harlow

Born Harlean Harlow Carpenten the 3¢ of
March, 2011 in Kansas City, Missouri. Hi
mother divorced her father and moved with |
to Hollywood in 1923. It was mother Jean wi
had dreams of becoming an actress, but it |
daughter Harlean who succeeded five ye
later after moving back to Kansas City, mari
ing and moving back to Hollywood with he
wealthy husband, Charles McGrev&he was
an immediate success in her first filid,e |
Angels in 1930. She signed with Metr(
GoldwynMayer in 1932 and haddeing rolls
in a number of films, starting witRed Dusin
1932. Her ni cknames
AiBl onde Bombshell o
Bl ondeo.

Billy Haines

Charles William nBil
the 29 of January, 1900 in Staunton, Virginii
He was typecast as a wisecracking, arrogg

leading man. His major films includddttle

Annie Rooneyn 1925, costarring with Mary &

Pickford, andShow Peoplén 1928, costarring
with Marion Davies. He successfully transi
ti oned t o Adas dirhnkyiValenting
and Navy Blues both in 1928. In the 193l
Quigley Poll, a survey of film exhibitors, h
was listed as the top box office attraction in {

country.
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Lupe Vélez

Maria Guadalupe Villalobos Vélez, known pr
fessionally as Lupe Vélez (July 18, 1908e-
cember 13, 1944), wasMexicanand Ameri-
can stage and film actress;omedian and

dancer

Vélez began her career as a performer in Mg
canvaudevillein the early 1920s. After movint
to the United States, she made her first film |

pearance in a short film in 1927.

Nicknamed The Mexican Spitfire by the med|
Vélez's personal life was as colorful as |
screen persona. She had several highly pt
cized romances and a stormy marriage. In |
cember 1944, VVélez died of an intentional ov
dose ofSeconal

Charles Buddy Rogers

Charles Edward fABud(
19047 April 21, 1999) was an American filn
actor and musician. During the peak of frigp-

ularity in the late 1920s and early 1930s he

publicized as "America's Boy Friend".

Nicknamed "Buddy", his most remembert
performance in film was opposite Clara Bow
the 1927 Academy Award winning/ings the
first film ever honored as Best Picture. In 19¢
he appeared as himself in an episod®eiti-
coat Junctionentitled "Wings", a direct refer

ence to the silent movie.
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Bessie Love

Bessie Love, born Juanita Horton (Septem
10, 1898i April 26, 1986), was an America|

motion picture actress who achieved pror

nence mainly in the kgint films and early talk- W

ies. With a small frame and delicate featurd

she played innocent young girls, flappers, ¢

wholesome leading ladies. Her performance

The Broadway Melody1929) earned her {

nomination for the Academy Award for Be|

Actress.

Because of her performance Tine King on
Main Stree(1925), Love is credited with bein|
the first person to dance the Charleston on fi
popularizing it in the United States.

Helen Kane

Born Helen Clare Schroeder on thé ef Au-
gust, 1904 in The Bronx, New York City, sk
became one of Ameri |
Her first performance at the Paramount Thes
in Times Square was her breakthrough. §
sang AThat 6s My Weak
her version of the popular ¢ca | y r i-c
boopad 0 0 p 6 -pos-patedpocodd .
nat ur e A WangaiBe hoges by Yay
in which she also used the phraBee song was
part of the 1928 Broadway hit by Oscar Hal
merstein,Good Boy In 193), cartoonist Grim
Natwick, created an animated cartoon cal
Dizzy Disheswith a singing character name

Betty Boop. Kane sued, but lost.
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Figure 9: Cover of the Natale di Roma Programr gani z ed

Angelo dei Lombardi di East Brooklyn
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NATALE DI ROMA

CILEBRAZIONE DELLA “SOCIETA' DI
MUTUO SOCCORSO CITTADINI DI
SANT'ANGELO DEl LOMBARDI Dl EAST
EROOKLYN" PER |L BATTESIMO DELLA
BANDIERA |ITALIANA DONATA AL
SODALIZIO DA

S. E. BENITO MUSSOLINI

CAPO DEL GOVERNO D ITALIA &
i
DUCE DEL FASCISMO
L VN

DOMENICA 232 APRILE 1933 . X1
ELKS CLUB - PROOKLYN, NEW YORK

Figure 10: Translation:The Birth of RomeCelebration of the Society for the Mutual Aid of Citizens of Sant'/Angelo degrdim
of East Brooklyn for thehristeningof the Italian flag donated to the Society by S.E. Benito Mussolini, Head of Government of
Italy and Leader of the Facismo. Sundéng 23rdApril, 1933.
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0 THE15"OFAPRIL, 19330

IN A HALF-FULL subway cathat would takeneto the 125" StreetStation
in Harlem | sat reading a newspapétwasearly morningSaturday, the 15
of April, 1933. | workedon Saturdayat theW.T. GRANTS storein central
Harlempainting signs and fixing the displayshad had the same pdime
job after high schooht theGRANTS in downtown Scrantan Usually,| read
theNEwW Y ORK EVENING PosTfrom the day beforen the long train rideand
t he MNEavY@RBTIMES. | skimmed the headlines iFHE TIMES: Roose-
velt Links a Minimum Wage to Huge Job
vestigated; Hous®epublicans Fight Arms Embargappose Giving Power
to the President; Al e wi sh 6 Drived | s Staged | n 1
Germany Is NormalNothing on Italy or Mussolinioday. Therewere a few
articles about Germany and Hitler. Thedeiays seemed to be something
now about Germany and Hitler since January when the Nazis took over the
government and AdbHitler became the Chancellor, so today was no pxce

tion.

The worl dés political situation in
quickly. On the 39 of January, 1933, Paul von Hindenburg, President of the
German Reich, appointed Adolf Hitler as Chancellor to lead a coalition gov-
ernmentbetweenthe party led by Hitler, the National Socialist German
Wo r k e r & &nowndatheyest of the world as the Nazi Pargnd the
Ger man National Peopl eds Party (DNVP)
largest party in the German parliament, but it did noehawmajority, hence
the reason for the coalition. In March elections, the Nazis were unable to
secure a majority, but Hitler pushed for increased emergency powers to com-
bat what he called threats by the Communists. An act of arson against the
German parliament building wadei as proof that Communists were plot-
ting to overthrow the government. Hitler proposed an amendment\téeihe
mar Constitutioncalled the Enabling Act, that would give him as Chancellor
power to enact laws without the involvement of the Parliamemtadtpassed
on the 2% of March, 1933, and signed into law by President von Hindenburg

on the same day.
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| put downTHE TIMES andturned to the entertainment sectionTHE
PosT, to theArrivals in the PictureTheatres ad News of the Hollywood Stu-
diospage. AToday We Liveo, wiopanedGary Cc
yesterday at the Capitol haveto see that oned read the column on the new
Cohens and Kellys movie. Was playing at the Rialtd. made anentalnote

to see that one as well.had seen all of the first six in the series.

Whenl finished with the paperl took out apackagefrom the leather
shoulder bag in whichcarriedmy pencils and brushes and other artist tools.
It was abookthatl hadcarefully wrapped itorownpaper so that it would not
be blemished Even though it had the heft of a book, it veasuallythe pro-
gramfor the Natale di Romathe celebration of the birth of the CityRbme
thattheS a n t 6 Saocigtgvhs@rganizing ltwas one week and a day away.
What an event it would be! It would be the biggasd most important oc-
currenceever sponsored by ti&ocietyin its entire history.l hadworked on
the progranduring the pastour months. It was fresh from the printemdi
was agroud of the results | could be It had been accepted by commer-
cial art studio professor as a class project, and it had gogemyfirst A*
grade. | thought about how it had all startetithe end of last year

It wasa cold and snowy November evening wizeém Nicola askedme
to join him, Uncle PatsyandCousin Joet theSocietymeeting.l wa sta 6
regular membeoftheSocietyand | di dndét attend t he me
oftenbecause aiy work and studies, blitenjoyed taking a break every now
and then and listening to the tadkoutthe town whereour families came
from. Ma and Panever made it a topic of conversation at home whkien
weregrowing up. The main subject of this meeting was the big event that
was going to take place in Apof the following yearNatale diRoma Zio
Nicolapr esent ed t he pr ogalanf acromnmni & tewednt &
It would dart with speeches from dignitaries, including the Italian ambassa-
dor to the United Statesnd Generoso Pope, owner and publishefLof
PROGRESSO Then there would be a short opera with famous Italian singers
from the New York Metropolitan Opera. Then there would be dinner and
dancing. It all sounded very ambitioushad thought SuddenlyZio was
sayingmy name. He was proposing tHdte given the job of designing the

program. | turned toCousin Jog who was sitting besidme

Is he seriousloey?l 6 ve never dthatleforahhgrevias ng | i k

applause, andio was calling formeto come up to the front of the hall
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AHed&ds s er iJoeywthadbigsmle | i ed

After the meeting was ovdrmet with tte program committee chairman,
Rocco Tarantinowho handed me large envelope with all the materials the
committee had assembled. There were photographs of the dignitenligd;
ing a picture of Mussolini and a signe

ning this f orRoowooert das yneoam ,ion syaoiud hand

Beforel had started to work on the prograhinew very little abouthis
day and why it was celebratetidid knowthat the name for the day in Latin
was Natalis Urbis Romae | hadfound a book in the Pratt Library called

History of Romethat was one book in a series calletirary of Useful

Knowledge It was difficult to read and understand, botanaged tdecipher

the legend abouhe twinsRomulus and RemusTheir mother was Rhea Sil-

via. Her father had been a king of a city in central Italy hlewtas dethroned

by his younger brother whofolcedRhead al |
Silvia into a life of celibacy as a Vestal Virgin. She became predrizuetre

are many dferent stories about haivand gave birth to twin boys. They were

ordered to be killed, but a servant placed them in a reed basket and set them

adrift in the Tiber River. They werescued from thever by a shewolf at

the place that wouldecome the City of Rome. h& infant twins were dis-
covered in the wol f &austuluavhorboughtthean s he p h .
home to his wife. Shiead recently lost henfant to sicknesand hadreast

milk to feed them. Whdtcould not find wasiowthe Romans knewhat the

twins were found by the wolf on exactly April 21and how anyone knew

that this happeneid exactly 753 B.C.ldeci ded t hat it reall
If you chooseto celebrate something that happened a very long time ago,
whether it is the day th&ome was founded or the day tlasus Grist was

born, any day will do

There was nothing iHlistory of Romewhich was written in 1830, about

why Natale di Romavas such an important date for modern lItaly. This
learned fronmy weekdayboss,Alfonso Benvenuto | learned from Zio Ni-

cola that it was Mr. Benvenuto who had proposed to the Society that | be
given the task of producing the programt. Benvenutaxplained that Wwen
Christianity came ttheRoman Empire in the fourth century A,Ethe Roman
traditions and celebrations were either discarded or merged with Christian
festival s. R o ntteeidtied nmwrie tpthei Churctitamto ils wa s

position as the capital of an empiespecially after the fall of Western Rome
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to theLongobardi This changed with thRisorgimentpexplained Mr. Ben-

venuto. Nationalists like Garibaldi and Mazzini began to revive the tradition.

6Do you know tnoath perfodbin 184Rome was thkensby x

a group of rebels led by Mazzini and two others, and they conttbideapal
States?0 Mr. B ena \ lead 10 bdmit haad &k ed dnot .
was really the start of what finally led to the formation of Italy in 1861 and

the persecution of the Pope and the Catholic Chuvth Benvenutoex-

plained

But the reasomMNatale di Romas so important todais because of the
Fascists. It was in 1921, even before they took over the government, that they
proclaimed the date as the official holiday of Fascish,ine i r wor d s, ot
signifiedthe successful e vi v al of t hefTHAtdsmdatougr e at n e
Societyis sponsoring and why so many people are comiam fthe Italian

government) Mr. Benvenuto had explained.

The more | learned, the more | wondered tWPewould think about this.
Would he approve of me working on a program that is so heavily supported
by the Fascists? began to worry that he would not appro8eoner or later
I will have to cross that bridge.

Do you think iebspahsoghnhngséombochs sat ba

connected to the Fascists?

iAt | east for now, relations are goo
is that with these kinds of events we help to keep those relations good. Even-
tually, ités going to be up to Mussol:

That was what | neededtohedrh at 6 s what Ilmetwithul d t el
my commercial art studio professor to show him what needed to be included
in the program. AThis isndt going to
he hadexclaimed Together,we made a rough estimate of the number of
pages it would need and came to one hundred tweigtyt if the pages were
nine inches wide and twelve inches longhis will be just right for what is
caledaGsi zed sheet in themypriohtismgr rtr &de
gest that you work on the cover and start putting the pages of the book into a
mock-up. Tryouta few differenideas for the cover. You have a lot of good

material to work witho

Among the materialshad received was a pamphlet describing the royal

family andthe history of the House of Say. There were different versions
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of the coat of arms of the Kingdom of Ital{fhey all had the red shield with

a white cross and the saroerr letters F.E.R.T, repeated three times. There
were photos of the flag of Italy, thei | T r, and thd NatioeabFascist
Party flag, a bundlef sticks with an ax head coming out one side sitting on
a black backgroundWhen | saw it for the first time, | thought there was

something familiar about it, but it took me a while to put my finger on what

it was. | made three diffemt designs using the shiettig Italian flagand

the wordsNatale di Romaln all thred also added a version of the American

flag. My reasoning for including the American flag was that if a flag of an-

other country was going to be shoamsomething in Americahe American

flag should also be preseit. di dnét know i ftsouhded was &
righttome.l t s houl dn &ocietlisgustiprormotinky dalyt After

all, it is anltalianrAmerican society, not an Italian one onlin one of the

designd added the twéascion either side of the shield.

Whenl showed the @signs to the program committdeere was a great
deal of discussion about what shoul d &
members believed strongly that the American flaig dbeléng on a program
celebrating the birth of RomeThese were the men who were the strongest
supporters of Mussolini and the Fascisg&meof the membersvho were
Monarchists but not Fascisiere against having tlasciconnected with the
symbol of the monarchlyecause for them it was the symbol of Bascists
Most of the members di dpaddtheyeitthat t he F
there should not be any mention at all of the House of SakioyNicola was
in this group. In the end, they all agreed ththey were going to have the
event they were going to have to acciyet factthatthe Italian government
would be supporting it and that Mussolini and Kiag were the leaders of
that government, for better or worseé.wis better to include all of the sym-
bols, they reasonedather than leang something outral risking making

someone angry, and that the American flag had to be there as well.

Does anyone.ERNT® wmelasket &tér the decision was

made.
ilt s the royal familyds motRbcoo and ha
Tarantino A T h e one we | e a Fides &rit Robbur Buanh o o | W &

06Through faith, become s tfacotmpeand, or i

downs of lifewith a spirit of enduranée. 0
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On the back covelr had placed a new de-
sign for theSocietys logo.There was my name
at the tip of the flag in very small lettersin
the middle of the circular shaperewa street
scene image fro’sant 6 Angel o dei L
with a triangular version of the official Italian
flag, il Tricolore, with thecrosssymbol for the

House of Savoy in the middle. Peering above

and below the circle were the top and bottom

of afasci i Wh at fasciagain,toh t he
r e nz o ? one af th&kmndmittee memberkspulledout a dime fronmy

pocket. | took thre design from hereThe Americans haveeenusing the fasci

longer than Fascistd.can take it out if you wanThey all agreed to leave it

in.

| turned over the programl. had printedmy

namein capital letters in the lower right cornefr 425
the front cover LAWRENCE SENA. It was the ‘
namel was given whe attendedny first school \§
day in Miss Mayoodos ki ¥ il ¥/ *n class
ington Irving Number 12 elementary school, bu. l
except formy teachers, everyone, includingy brother and sisters and cous-
ins, calledme Larry. My parents and aunts and uncles caiteglLorenzo.
One person; three namdswas the same foPa (Michele, Michael and
Mike), my uncle (Nicola, Nicholas and Nick) and many others ammungy

family and friends.

It was a long ride to Harlem.took my time admiringmy work. | turned
to the insidecover. Therewas a short poem by Gabr i ¢
seemed to be in praise of @ity of Rome, but was neversured 6 Annunzi o
and other Fascist supportevere writing about the @y of Romeor the Ro-
man Enpire. It felt like the name was interchangeable. Were the politicians
trying to compare the Italy of today with the empire that existedtagsand
years ag® Did Italy plan on expanding into other cdtias thatwere once
part of that empire?A few memberof the Society had been to the City of
Ro me, b u ttcomé gk withsio thany comjiinentary things to say
about it, and there were as many membe
did.
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Libro, tu Roma nostra vedrai. La vedrai da' suoi
colli,--dal Quirinale fulgido al Giartolo,-
dallAventino al Pincio piu' fulgida ancor
nell'estreme-vespero, miracolo sommo, irraggi-
are i cieli. Nulla é piu' grande e sacro. Ha in se'
la luce d'un astro, non i suoi cieli irraggia soli, ma
il mondo Roma.

0Book, il see isoYowewill see it from

its hills, from the Quirinal to the Gianicolo, from

the Aventino to Pincio, the most flamboyant even

in the extreme, the Vespers, the Great Miracle, the

irradiation of the heavens. Nothing is bigger and

sacred. It has inself the light of a star, its skies

do not radi ate al one, but t
Gabriele d6AnnNnul

s On the first pagéhad placed the title along with a
symiol of St. Michael the Archangel, patron saint

and namesake tietownofSant 6 Angel o dei
bardi, which translates té&aint Michael the Arch-

angel ofthe Lombard@ | had learned that the
Lombards, or as they are called in Italiaopngo-

bardii, meani ng debcendey frdme aihtriba cdlled th&Vinnili,

wholivedin southern Scandinavidhey invaded Italy in the"6centuryA.D.

along with many other Germanic trihesstablished a kgdom in the north

and central parts of the Italian peninsula and duchies in the south. Benevento
was one of thesguchies and the town 0§ a Angélo dei Lombardivas in

this duchy St. Michael the Archangel became the patron saint of the Lom-
bards folloving their victory over the Gredkeapolitangn 664 A.D.when

they attributed their victory to their prayers which he answered.

| continued turning the pages. All of the texith one exceptionyas in
Italian. Even thoughspoke Italian, albeit with Santangiolesdialect, lwas
not schooled in Italianlt took me many hours with an Italidnglish dic-
tionary by my side to read through all the tekhere was a longectionfrom
the chairman of the committee that he titted v i v a , ddobraytfa It-i a
alyd On the next page was a photdldduce pictured eading a small book
or pamphlet, looking vergoncentrated, deep thought. Below the photo is
a quot e: AThose who Whahdoesahatene@mhael st or y
thought when | read it the first timé.had aske&io Nicolaand other mem-
bers of the committee, but they had no idea what it meant either. Duc e 6 s
message read like a history of the rise and fall and rise again of the Italian

empire.
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L DIUICE

“Quegli che imprime di se’ la storia che viviamo”

Figure 11: fiThose who imitate the story we lige.
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ON si fa della retorica se si dice che il popolo italiano e’
il popolo immortale che trova sempre-una primavera per
le sue speranze, per la sua passione, per la sua gran-

dezza. Pensiamo che appena duemila anni or sono
Roma era il centro di un Impero che non aveva confini se
non nei limiti estremi del deserto: che Roma aveva dato la civilta’,
la sua grande civilta’ giuridica, solida come i suoi. monumenti, a tutto
ii mondo, che aveva realizzato un prodigio immenso che ancora ci
commuove fin nelle piu’ intime fibre. Poi questo Impero decade e
si sgretola. Ma dopo pochi secoli, ecco lo spirito italiano che sboccia
attraverso la creazione imperitura di Dante. Noi eravamo grandi
nel 1300 quando gli altri popoli erano mal vivi o non erano ancora
nati alla storia. Seguono i secoli superbi; il Rinascimento. L’Italia
dice ancora una volta la parola della civilta’ a tutte le razze, a tutti
i popoli. §

€ Un’altra eclissi politica di divisioni e di dinastie; ma e’ appena un
secolo e il popolo italiano si riprende, riacquista la coscienza della
sua unita’ storica. Roma ritorna ancora a suonare la sua fanfara
di gloria per tutti gli italiani. Poi piccole guerre; un unico Stato,
cospirazioni, rivoluzione di un popolo, martirii, supplizi, galere, esilii.
E appena dopo un secolo con I'ultima guerra noi realizziamo la nostra
unita’ politica. Accanto a questa unita’ politica e geografica mancava
la unita’ morale; la coscienza di se’ stessi e dei propri destini, sebbene
con la guerra vittoriosa anche questa formazione di coscienza e’ in
atto. Sotto i nostri sguardi a poco a poco I'ltalia si fa nella sua
unita’ indistruttibile.

]

Figure12: The original text of the message sent by Mussolini to commentloegb@ptism of the Ital-
ian flag donated to the Society by S.E. Benito Mussolini

The text of the message from Benito Mussolini

There is no rhetoric if it is said that the Italian people are the immortal
people who always find a spring for their hopes, for their passion, for their
greatness. We think that just two thousand years ago, Rome was the center of
an Empire that had no badaries except in the extreme limits of the desert,

that Rome had given its civilization, its great legal civilization, as solid as its
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monuments, to all the World, who had realized an immense prodigy that still
moves us into the most intimate fibers. Then this Empire decays and crumbles.
But after a few centuries, here is the Italian spirit that breaks through Dante's
impure creation. Wevere great in the 1300s when other peoples were badly
alive or were not yet born into history. Following are the great centuries; the
Renaissance. Italy once again says the word of civilization to all races, to all

peoples.

Another political eclipse of divisions and dynasties; but it is just a century
and the Italian people resume, regaining the consciousness of its historical
unity. Rome is still playing its fanfare of glory fal Italians. Then small
wars; a single state, conspiracies, revolution of a people, martyrdom, suppli-
cation, galleys, exiles. And just after a century with the last war we realize
our political unity. Alongside this political and geographical unity theses
no moral union; the consciousness of oneself and of their destinies, though
with the victorious war also this formation of conscience is in progress. Un-

der our eyes, little by little Italy is in its unquenchable unity
Benito Mussolini

The nextthreepages wee devoted to the flag of Italy, the first being a
history ofLa Bandiea Italiana, and the next two a reproduction of the com-
munications between the office BfDuce and the Society concerning the
donation of an official flag of Italy to the Society by the government of Italy.
Then came the legend of tiNatale diRomaretold as the second birth of
Rome that arrived with the Fascists. The text was provided by the Italian
government. It said that it wanted the memoryNefale di Pmafit o b e
renewed in the heart of every ltalian, and that the day should be understood

in its solemnity by the whole nation

I thought back to what Mr. Benvenuto had said about Al Capone and how
the people he called oO0the Mayfl ower so
stereotype. Here are the Italians saying that we are the superior race because
we did all of those great thingghen we ruled the Roman Empirgack then,

the Germans were barbarians. | wonder vlHatice thinks of Hitler.

Severapages followed containing letters and photos of ministers, includ-
ing Piero Parini, the Minister of Foreign Affair&ugusto Rosso, the ltalian
Ambassador to the United Statesd Antonio Grossardi, the General Con-

sole of Italy in New York. Grossardhad asked to have photos of his wife
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and his daughter in the progrartt.was clear that it was more of a demand

than a request. Rocco Tarantino called histranzo pomposdut we in-

cluded their photos.There were two pages with the names of all Society
members and a full page with the names of all of the wives and téasigh

the members who were helping with the preparatidig.cousins Filomena

and Rosaweretheréi a Pasqgual i naereaoh dheyenttcA s sunt a
churchevery dayandto the market, butvould never think of taking part in

any type of festivities.Neverthelesghey would keep everyone up late into

the night retelling every detaithenwe came home

g RS ST | Thencame the one page in English, titled

@ur American Flag | had brought along

to one of the review meetings with the com-

mitteea photo | had taken of a page from

one of the books in the Pratt Library. Inthe

photo was a statue of a young man holding

the American Flag. Under the photo was

text with a statement of American values. |

took out the photo and let it circulate among

the committee members. There was one
passage in the text that seemed to contradict
everything | had read about the Italian gov-

e nment under the Fasci st
can Flag) is the emblem of equal rights. It

means selfovernment and the sovereignty

of the individual .o Aft
a chance to look at the photo, there were
comments for and against including the

page After a few minutes, Rocco Tar-
antino decl ared: AThis v
pages in the program, just as it is. In Eng-
' ish. 0 That ended the di

Figure13: The one page in the program in English with the flag of the United States of America
The largest section of the program followétconsisted of twelvpages
of text and photograpltf the major sites iSartdAngelo dei LombardiThe
opening paragraphof the section describedow and why the town was
founded:
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Saint Michael the Archangel of the Lombards was founded in the year
890 A.D. by a handful of Longobardi hiding there from the Greeks of
Naples with whom they were in a war. Thubgitame a place of defense
andsecurity Later,in 921,the townwas besieged by the Saracens, who
seized and plundered it. A second plundering took place in 1002 by the

same ferocious bands.

There were photographs of the railway station with a steam locomotive
idling while passengers boarded. Tehweretwo photos of théPiazza De
Sanctis one showing th&ontana OrnamentaleTherewere phota of the
Church of Saint Rocgmurf ami | yé6s church  ,thetMom t hey
astery of Saint Mary, the Church of Saint Anthony anditffecentury Ca-
thedral that was rebuilt in the ®@&entury after it was devastated by one of
the many earthquakes$.was most fascinated by the Castle of the Imperials,
Castellodegliimperiale Among the materialswas given byMr. Tarantino
when| began the project was a brief history of the Castellbanslatedt
myself just out of interest.

The Castle of the Impeifs was orginally built as a fortress by the Lon-
gobardiaround thel0" century and rises on the highest point of the an-
cient urban nucleus. It isneof four castles built along the bordée-
tween the Duchy of Benevento ahd Duchyof SalernoThe town grew

up around the base of the CastlecArding to thdegendwhich gave the
town its nameit washerethat Saint Michael the Archangel appeared to
the Longobardand it was he who answered the Longobardi prayers in
their battles with the Greeks

During the Norman's domination of 1076, the Longobafalitress was
transformed intaa NormanCastle.Beginning inthe second half of the
16th century, however, the building was subject to numerous reconstruc-
tions thattransformedt into an o b | e resideres In the nineteenth
century, the structure was first used as a court and prison seat, then as a

notarial archiveandoffices.

| looked at these pages now, concentratinty on the photographs|
imagined standing in thBiazza De Sanctisvalking through theCastello
deglilmperialea nd attendi ng maVhat wak itlikeSodivent Roc

there? It seemed likéPa and Zio Nicoldad two different sets of memories.
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What is it like there todayPhose who had recently left there had a very dif-

ferent view than the representatives of the government.

| was given the text that accompanedtthe photographd. thought it
would include descriptions of life in the town whe@r own history was
born. Instead, it was long and detailed account of the deeds performed by
the Societyfrom the time of its founding until the day of the eventdrich
| was producing the progranit was as if theSocietyhad decided this was
the perfect time to give everyone a big pat on the blled the copy typeset
by a specialist in the Italian language who madeadt#y the ight width for
the columns, anddut and pasted the columns onto the page templates along
with the photographs. Then, the printer photographed the pages to make the

printing forms.

Before making the final printing forms, | photographed every page and
made a final mockipand brought ito the committee. A few of the members,
those who had already shown themselves to be the least in favor of the Fas-
cists, said they felt it was too much of a Fascist propaganda piece. It was
promoting a picture of Fascist Italy, rather than commemor#iieglay as
the birth of Rome, and it was not showing enougB8 af nAhg&lo dei Lom-
bardi. The Fascist sympathizers in t8ecietystill thought it should not in-
clude any American flags.here were arguments among the memIzmse
of them heated Mr. Tarantino had made a list of the changes that | should
make before printing. The list did not include taking out the American flags.
The committee members had insisted thatlude a fultpage photo omy-
self. Cousin Joghad written the textSo | added it.

The trainwasnow two stops fronmy destination. | quickly turned the
remaining pagesl looked athe photoof the executive committee members.
Zio Nicolaand his Cousin Jgewere there. Pa @ s d  Zirst @d@usin,
Amadeo Sena, had his photo next toy@oeThe large photo of Rocco Tar-
antino was framed on each side by the new logo for the Sdcletg de-
signed. There was the program for the concert and a list of all the dance
music. Many pages were devoted to the advertisements that were ssjd to h
pay for the printing of the program, hiring the hall where the event would be
held and paying for the food and drinks and entertainment. Five hundred
programs had been printed. Each member would receive one, as would each

of the invited guests. Twed had already been carefully wrapped and sent
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byboattcSant 6 An g e | owhdrethey Wwonldiie distrithlited accord-

ing to how the government administrator saw fit

As the train approached the statibmrappedmy own copy in its brown
paper cover and placed it backnny leather shoulder bag. Eight more days
until the big event.
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Figure 14: Executive Committee of the Natale di Roma Celebration of the Society for the Mutual Aid of Citi&ars'éihgelo
dei Lombardi of East Brooklymwith Nicola Sena in the upper left and his son, Giuseppe Sena in the loweeleftt t o hi s f at h
cousin, Amedeo.
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